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* The television image of the paramedie -

:the man for all seasons who handles any -

 emergency quickly and efficiently and who

‘never loses a life — -unfortonately does not -

- " mot nearly 50 glamorons as television would
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" have it Many of them require Instant deci-

* sions‘about a patient's mental state, as alco-

factors in the majority of city ambulance
That statistie came to the fore tragically

last May, when a 52-year-old patient appar-

» ently suffering from aleohpl withdrawal was

;_ refused treatment*by a city paramedic who

., classified him as a “violent mental patient” = ~ the inedics to turn patients gver to “police, |

. and turned him over to police. He lapsed into

a fatal coma while lying unatfended in the .

back of a paddy wagon.” ~. 01 ¢ i+
¢ This newspaper’s investigation of that case K
* and of the operation of the city ambulance |
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Anyone who understands tﬁé'gu}irgrn:

Court decision in the Bakke case is autp. *

matically admitted tolaty school. . ¥
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10’s Not Always So Glamorous - -
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OPEC is freezing prices for niowiso that .
the riext time the sheikfis shock the Wesi, .
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service has disclosed somé_glgring waakness-
‘es.Rookie policemen, for' examiple, ‘get 100 °

. howrs of college-level training in such fields as
 psychology and erisis intervention, while par-.

¥
PO,

" cal Services happily is setting up a crash pro-
. gram to train paramedics in the handling of
>+ aleoholies, Grug addicts and mental patients,
0- .21~ On another front, Dr. John DeHoff, the city
- holism and mental disease are complicating , i

- health commissioner, has proposed new guide-

= lines that place the responsibility for patient

, care squarely on the paramedic, who would

assume that responsibility upon arriving at
the scene and relinguish it when relieved bya
Physician, normally at the nearest emergency
.room. This would make it more difficult for

‘which has been, sadly, common practice, oay
“These improvements, ‘however, will: not

. Solve the basie problem, which is. that the.

medics, well-meaning thongh _they may-be,
- are firefighters who take orders from firefigh.

~ ters, not from medical doctors*tr‘aingd to rec-*
™"_ognize the “Symptomsof " alcoholism, drug
. abuse and mental disorders. Ironfcally, while’

the city’s Fire Department has achieved n'a-.;
tional praise for keeping up with the times,
the ambulance service attached to the depart<

ds-- oent has fallen years behind otbier citles,
~ most notably Seattle. Mayer Schaefer shold
+ appoint an official commission to study ways,

+ 1o improve the ambulance:service,” Perhaps

* that mgy requiré entirely ‘req:oyiqg-it from,
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