FRT T - p——ry et 5 6 |

P

-

L et i o . o

| e : (W) 301- 755~ Lygt

: () 777- 344 .
| |
: E o
I
. N
b
L :

L | £ . L '
Lt . e -- | , ‘. | 4

. " : ‘ , if ‘ ‘:" ;: P - ' .

L WWERE ERETmras i
: R D b fel L AR '
» :" B i}j 2o ! " - W " . R g
y y e . n




PREFARCE

*

The English language is full of words that have a
multitude of meanings, even in everyday use. Then consider
that almost every business and hobby have a language all
their own. Languages that put whole new meanings to common
everyday words. -These " sublanguages", if you will,; are
spoken and written in English and yet, if you are not
familiar with the jargon of that particular business or
hobby, may Jjust as well be a completely foreign tongue. The
fire and emergency medical seruices have a substantial
"sublanguage.”

The purpoce of this glossary, therefore, is to
provide those unfamiliar ‘with the "sublanguage® and
terminclogy of the emergency services a means to become
familiar with some of the terms and s[ang used every day by
those in the business. I have tried to 1imit this glessary
to terms. that would be unclear to the uninitiated. Words .
that are transferred from everyday usage, with Iittle change
in meaning, have not been included. aAlso avoided’
extensive medical terminology becazuse there are numerous
medical dictionaries on the market. However, you will find
included a good bit of medical slang, as used by *street®
prouxders.

As is true of any language, some "words have a- number ot

meanings, and the same word may mean different things, in
different areas., Most of the "street” language included in
this glossary is indigenous to Maryland and/or the . )
Northeast United States,-as that is ‘the dialect with which’
the author is most familiar. Terms from other dialéects
have been included for contrast "and for assistance in
upderstanding news reports, books, and Journals publlshed in
other areas ‘of the country., F3I3 77 £« * - L

I‘ve had & lot of fun compiling this llstlng, and I‘ve
learned a lot. I hope you, too, will flnd'lt entertaln!ng
as well as informat!ue. 1 welcome any subm1551ons for

inclusion in future editions” °~~ ™% ‘
. :3 2 ﬂm_ 1:!“ - T - -~ . . r_ ‘: .
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AERIAL - see Truck

A.L.S. — advanced life support (skills, training, treatment)
includes EKG interpretation, intravenous fluid
therapy, drug administration, endotrachial
intubation, cardiac defibrilation

ALARM - notify a station of a call in its area
ALERT - same as Alarm

ALL HANDS - incident, usually fire, that requires
services of all responding personnel

AIR BAGS - high strength rubber bags that can be filled with
compressed air and capable of lifting great
weights often used in auto extrication and s
other rescue operations s 7

AIR PACK - slang for Self Contalned Breath:ng Apparatus.
See S.C.B. A. .

- “5'- T Sy oMo Ml
AlR TRUCK - uehlcle eqU|pped with system far refilling i
ST C.B.A. oo Poueng,F %o .
AMBO - slang for ambulance A
- T ?' = w ¥y % ',-"»% L Bw o
AMBULANCE ASSIST - engine. or.truck company response. townwﬂs &
i assist ambulance-crew with add:tlonal i
) manpower, tools, etc.;-: - :iim. timrns,
& = ¢ “r . aw = -.--x~,-. L,
APRON - area, of statlon between garage doors and street s~ e;ﬂ,:%“"

e o P— \. . _‘_..,;_. -

x

ARSON = de1|berate burnlng of property, usua]]y fop profitg,? !
2 "‘3" ¥ * -‘:} - - e 'o,.; i y o e

ARSONIST - one who commi ts arson _ Yt . L v® %, & .

e
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ATTACK LINE -~ ‘hose - lsne used to attack f:re, usually el Y ?,f
described by diameter size (inch and a hal#f; L 0
etc.) or location on englne (pre—connect, o

mattVdale, etc.)

- . - -

AUTO EX - stang for auto extrication
AUXILARY — see Ladies’ Auxilary

B.P. (BLOOD PRESSURE) -~ an indication of the status of
the heart and circulatory system, .
only vital sign that requires '
‘specialized equipment'to’obtaTn'

BACKBOARD — & foot by 2 foot board with holes for gripping

and straps used .to immobilize splne of patnentqm
with spinal anur1e= . . 5

2l e v, d



BACKDRAFT - phenomenon where oxygen-starved fire races
toward a new source of oxygen

BACKPACK PUMP - manually operated pump and water supply used
in fighting brush/field fires

BACK STEP - rear platform 'or "running board" on older
engines where firefightér(s) ride

BANGUR LADDER - large ground ladder, usually 50 feet or
more , with gquide poles to assist with
raising and lowering; regquires & people

BAR-B-QUE - fire where people, usually civilians, are
burned, usually fatally. Also a common
fund raiser for volunteer depariments.

BARN - siang for ambulance or fire station
BARNBURNER - slang for a large, working fire
BEAT AND BLOW - slang for performing C.P.R.

BELLS - audible device for notlfying those in the statioen
of a call e

B.L.S. ~ Basit Ltfe Support (qkllls, iralning, treatment) °
includes C.P.R., bleeding control, airway
management, splintina, et.al.*

BLOOD BUCKET - slang for ambulance . - G e

‘B0 - slang for ambulancev

‘ v » 2 w A
- - L -

‘BOARD - 1) short for backboard’ *2 short for radio/
telephone swltchboard .

LA T & v
BODY BAG - canvas or’heavy plastic bag for i G
transporting bod:es

- - Lo TS O T R 4
- 8 n * L A «t Li .= it

BOOSTER (HOSE, LINE, REEL) - small hose line (usually 3/4
inch diameter) used for esmall fires or clean up

i3
L

-

BDOSTER TANK - water storage tank built into engine
and connected toc pump by piping

{TD> BOTTOM OUT - deter%orate; usually patient’s condition

BOX — type of ambulance with a modular patient compartment
mounted.on a van or pick-up truck type chassis ~ .
BOX - street side alarm }ransmitting device

Sl )
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_BOX RESPONSE - units predetermined to respond to a

n.}

" o Yoy

~3-




particular location
BRUSH BUGGY - slang for brush truck’

BRUSH RAKE - rake with strong, sharp steel teeth for
¢learing brush in brush fire operations

BRUSH TRUCK - a vehicle specially designed or
modified for Jfighting woods/field/forest
fires, usually in remote areas

BUCKET - bucket seat, usually rear facing, on apparatus
_where firefighter rides

BUCKET - working platform at the end of an aerial dewvice
*BUCKET - short for blood bucKet

BUEF - fire/fire department fan or enthusiast, _often
organized into clubs to provide support services,
collect and maintain memogabilia,,raise funds, -
provide refreshments and 6ther support services, etc.

-

BUGLES — used in collar insignia, badges, etc. to denote
i % Lzrank in.the department; usvally 5 for:chief | -
down to one for lieutenant ) - . %

» i '._.-r :{.‘-u

.
.

BUTT (A.LADDER) —.hold the bottom (butt) of a ladder-to = . g

< e+ . preventsit from moving while others climb
or desend i .

o g R

BUMPER PUMPER - engine with the pump and related contrals .,
mounted on the front bumper s

BUNKERS/BUNKER GEAR — protective clothing ensemblé worn™
X Hae = - ;by,firefighters . e

-~
HE R - - =

. . v
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. - G A h L
C.E.U. (CONTINUED EDUCATION UNIT) - credit for classes/,
training needed ‘to retain certification/license.x -
C.M.E. (CONTINUED MEDICAL EDUCATIOND = same as above
LA Coepadg T o8 - - y . i

- - - i Ry
»

£.P.R. = cardiopulmonary resuscitation, i.e., ‘manually
provide circulation and respiration for a person
in full cardiac arrest
C.R.T. (CARDIAC RESCUE TECHNICIAN) - EMS persconnel with '
limited training in A.L.S.
il - CTRT T 1
C-COLLAR - device placed on f}auma patients to = "
immobilize cervical spine

-

CARDIAC ARREST — absence of sufficient heart activity

s B - - - PR et = . - & .y P deem
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to sustain 1ife

CAREER - fire and/or EMS personnel employed full time

CAREER DEPARTMENT/ STATION - department or station utilizing
cnly paid personnel

CATCH A HYDRANT - slang for attaching a hose line to a
street side fire hydrant

CATCH A FIECE - phrase used by volunteers meaning to arrive
at the station in time to ride a piece of
apparatus to the scene ’

cAalLL - request for response of emergency equipment and
personnel

caLll (OFF) A& CODE - discontinue recuscitative efforts
CAN - slang for fire extinquisher

CaN JOB - slang for a small fire that can be handled with
an extinquisher

CcaN OPENER ~ metal cutting tool;i often used in auto
extrication

CASCADE TRIUCK/SYSTEM - permanent or portable system of air

storage tanks and compressor for -
refilling §.C.B.A..

Fy
>4

CHARGE A LINE — fill hose with water.and apply sufficient
pressure to force water ocut the.end

CHASE CAR/SYSTEM - uehlcle with special equipment_ and/or
personnel that responds to ass:st first -
due unit; a system that ‘uses samex,d v e

...2‘:{»,'“ "'M

-

CHERRY PICKER - slang for an apparatus w:th an

- elevating platform BRI STt S .3
- . e . A & Tesn 4 A
CODE -~ patient in full cardiac arrest e

COMBINATION DEPARTMENT — department composed of a mixture
of career and volunteer members

COMMAND POST - central location at incident scéhe for
directing operations

CRASH — vehicle accident T
(TD) CRASH - deteriorate; usually patient’s condition | s

LS

CRISP¥;CRITTﬁ5‘- slfng jqp butnedqpaﬁ{eqf,,uspg]jg-jajallyi3;g




DECK GUN - large diameter pipe mounted on top deck of engine
for directing large streams of water

DEFIB - short for defibriltlation

DEFIBRILLATION ~ ALES technigque of administering electrical
shock to patient to correct cardiac
dysrhythmia

DELUGE GUN -~ same as a decK gun, may be portable

D.0.A. (DEAD ON ARRIVAL > - a patient in full cardiac arrest
with little or no chance of resusci tation when
personnel arrive -

DRUG BOX - container used by A.L.S. providers to carry
; medications and related equipment

SUALS/DUAL LINE(S) — hose 1ines, usually supply lines, laid
parallel and simul taneously

DUECE/DUECE AND A HALF -- 2 or 2 1/2 lnch d:ameter hose llne

DUMP TANK - slang tor port—a-tank . g # o d W

-5 < e -

- AP

EAT SMOKE - sl;ng for enterlng and/or toelerating smoKe-—
*:I]ed atmosphere ’

EKG - short fnr electrocardiogram, an A.L.S. technique to
determ:ne cardiac dysrhythmia or the equipment for same

E.D. /E R. - short for emergency department/room of hospital”
E.M.T. (EMERGENCY MEDICAL “TECHNICIANY - EHS personnel
certlfled |n B L. S. skills #
vhodgwn EREE
E.M.T.-P. (EHERGENCY MEDICAL" TECHNICIAN—PARAMEDIC) - the
highest level of pre-hospital tralnlng and
certiflcatlon, fully tralned in A.L.S. skills

E.0.A. (ESOPHAGEAL GBTURATGR ATRWAY) - device for
establishing airway and improving ventilation in
non—breathlng pat:ent a 8 L S. skill
. ENGINE - apparatus equipped with pump and carrying hose,
water and other tools. and personnel for
firefighting #6959 g

-

EMGINE ASSIST *-'see émbulance ﬁssnst TETES Py 3.0 2
EMPTY THE DRUG BOX — slang meaning to"use all thewguai1abie g
drugs, fluids, etc.

EXTRICATE/EXTRICATION ~ process of removing trapped victims;

«ft‘—
P
g
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usually reters to vehicle accidents.

FILL IN - relocate to another station and cover that area
whitle regularly assigned crew/apparatus is

unavailable

F.C.F.F. (FELLOWSHIF OF CHRISTIAN FIREFIGHTERS) - national
organization of emergency personnel of
Christian faiths

FIRE BOARD - in some areas a slang term for the
dispatch/communications center

FIRE EBOARD - in some ar2as a governmental body overseeing
fire and/or EMS activities

FIRE LINE - 1) line marked around fire scene to control
accese 2 a cleared area around a brush fire
limit fire’s progress

FIRE MARSHALL - specially trained personnel designated to ;
investigate fire cause and enforce fire
codess; may have limited police power

FIRST DUE - unit(s) scheduled to respond on first alarm

-
—

FIRST IN = flrst unit(s? to actually arrive on the scene

- =3tan - AT " oA - -

FLASHOVER - phenomenon where an entire room/bun]dtng W

ignites at once, often with:little or no warning

~ * -

FLY CAR - see Chase Car "y

FoaM - chemical mixed with water to provide scapy type film
often used to prevent or extinquish flammable liquid .
fires — application of same , . . . .

-

FOG - application of water :in a wide, thin spray ..  ~.~ ..

FORCE-/FORCIBLE ENTRY - break |nto structures/vehicle_ to gain -
access to patients and/or fire

N R +
- T = L

FRY - slang for defibrilate

FULL ARREST - see Cardiac Arrest . "

FULLY INVOLVED - structure with flames showing
from every opening

GE&AR - short for bunkKer, gear

. v

- <1 - - -
GO TEAM - hospital based team of doctors, nurses, et.al.
that respond to the scene of emergencies to assist

. -with, med:ca! CAre  ; seexdep Fm zqdp H vt B 30 =T
=3 ed s pseame d

_}. - L35 A




/GUN - short for Deck/Deluge Qup e

-

GUT - slang for Hose

bUTTER LINE - =slang for a hose line laid in the gutter of a

=treet, usually a supply line
HALF AND HALF DEPARTMENT - slang for combination department

HALLIGAN TOOL - tool with multiple heads used in‘forcible
entry and auto extrication

HAND LINE - small diameter hose lines see attack line

HANG HOSE - place used hose, after clganing, in hose
tower to dry .

HARD SUC - slang for Hard Suction Hose '

HARD SUCTION HOSE — rigid;-large- -diameter hose often used
to connect engine to hydrant-or another .
: “engine, * also used for drafting water
from' a natural source

- 5. _é,.r}:- trn &ﬁ‘p’-\_ﬁa s "j,.! ;;.4:;; %
Haz MAT - slang for any hazardous material or 1ncudent o
involving same ¥ ~Fiwar & oo 0o R A

HEADER - column of smoke rising above” flre. usuatly a’ ‘
good indication:of size and- type of f:rev :

HIGH EX/EXPANSION FO0AM - foam that expands rapldly and oy g
further that regular foam e

=t . - X ¢. - s. ‘h - 1"\,) .3» T 5 3 <o

H.I.T. ‘(HAZ MAT INCIDENTJTEAM> = personnel especna!!rw
trained and equnpped torhandie Haz Mat :nCtdents
) 5fz o B ”

H.1.R.T. (HAZ MAT INCIDENT RESPGNSE TEAM) 43same as aboue;

ot

-
A ey
'\"‘ Lt M ~

HIT & HYDRANT - see” Catch?a Hydrant S )

- ot "“;,A»")Cﬁ'é(v‘_ ~5 -

HOOK AND LADDER - see Truck -

...rl'

-

@ w ™. s .:fs

HOSE - length of tube, usually SO ‘feet and made o¥ rubber .
with a cloth jacket, for transporting or applring -
water; usually descr:bed by slze or purppse .

HOSE BED - area of engine that ho!ds h0591

3 lengths or appliances Ta o L7

— ~ %o =
a *“% Fy ‘., & e e Fka t -

HOSE JACKET = watertlght sieeve placed over. damaged hose';"il
temporarlly tu keep hose |n servlce .
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HOSE JUMPERS - wooden or metal ramps placed over hose to
. . allow traffic to cross over without
interferring with the water flow

HOSE TOWER - area in older stations for drying used hose;
uzually 50 feet tall to allow hose to be hung
straight Y

HOSE WAGON - slang for engine; may also be a specially
designed vehicle for transporting hose

HOT BOX - in some arexs slang for én electrical transforher

on fire :

HOT BOX = in some areas slang for the wheel/axle assemb1 - af
railroad cars on flre - ﬁﬁ*&ﬁ““mi—.

- s wa - o=

. HOT SPOT ~ small, sometimes hidden, pocket of fire thato--.
remains when the bulK of fire is put out--} ‘

* - b b &
* ‘i, -

“HOUSE - short for firehouss | . .

= - ot e * aty,

b

HOUSEWATCH — moni tor rad:os'and/cr pronns faor alarms
may also 1nclude some housekeeplng duties, " 7. s

w Y- . » - ~

HURST TODL - see Jaws oL “4;¢j i e SR

HYDRANT - street side connectton to underground
; water system . = 2 S a ,=er

HYDRANT WRENCH - specual wrench used to. turn on*nr
open““hrdrant - )

4 e N L

1.A.F.F. (INTERNQTIDNAL ASSOCIATION. DF FIREFIGHTERS)
g unnion representing most career personnele;;w

INDIAN TANK - popu!aﬁ brand of backpack pump 3 e

- w M e

W

"’91-5

IN SERVICE - 12 ready and avaliable ¥or ca]l 2

apparatus out of serU|ce- “ «‘v.h:.ri

2om .i e & o to

L I : . o L e L
INCENDIARY DEVICE - device used by arsonist to start fxre Z
: . Usually contains flammable )iquid and ]
some type of fuse or timing device. . .
then deslgned to self—destruct U A

& .: ur n" e - - L Tl E
S Ly - . . tap o

L) Lo

ultimate authority for all operations;. .
usualTy the hxghest :ranking officer R =/

S at
sk, L Y
Tone,

INCIDENT COMMANDER - person at incident scene with . -

kI,

I.V. (INTRAVENOUS) - catheter 1nserted ‘into- tl-uz-~".nem:u.|'='f“r
e system” forkadmlntstratton 04 drugs
; and/or flunds 5 M3

1

N
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. JAalWS or JaWSs OF LIFE - hydraulic or electrically powered
tool for cutting or prying Commonly
used in auto extricationy often
referred to by manufacturer’s name,
i.e., Hurst, Lucas, etc.

JOE - slang for woarking fire

JOLLY POF — slang for volunteer; wusually used in a
derogatory mannepr

JUMPERS - see Hose Jumpers
JUMF SEAT - see BucKet Seat
JUuMP TEAM ~ see Go Team . CT

K-iz - Qas, electric, or water powered saw with special’
blades for cutting metal, concrete, etcy ™ used
in forcible entryy ventilation,, rescue, etc.

*

&5 -

¥ .E.D. (KENDRICK EXTRICATION DEVICE) - device used to
provide spinxl immobiiization and transport of

trauma patients B T P

KELLYS/KELLY DAYS - days off or "comp. time" given in lisu
of overtime pay . #

. [}
- -~ Lo & Tk g e
P o e - - &£ [

KILL - slang for fatal a:cident or failure:to resuscitate i?ﬁ
L. 2. = stang +or Landlng Zone - { % m e <
tADIES AUXILARY - support group, often made up of wrues, S
= girlfriends, mothers,*etc. o£¢ it REE A
firefighters to assist flreflghters,? Mk it i
often helping with fundraising,” N -

providing refreshments, etc.d? AT edPagse.s T gt

e T

’LADDER - short for hookK ‘and; Iadder y F omaEdl ‘;yﬂ" TN
LANDING ZUNE ~ area established for safe 1andlng of
aircraft; often near the incident

1 - * - .
£y L

L&Y IN - drop hose in street from water source to attack
pumper i

4 . -, - *

LAY DUALS/DUAL LINES - same as abave laying two llnes at

Tt once _ F P
%3 ;"_ W * B ‘ll'. ,‘~ e § 4 .
LAY HUSE ~ same as Lay In, e, T gy S T a

LEATHER -LUNG - slang for veteran firefighter’ Used td'“eat:ng-
;;3né; - smoke® ‘prior-to the aduent of SCBA : ST e ’

Lok ‘\44
e
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LEG LOCK - maneuver of placing one leg through rungs of
l1adder to prevent falling

L1FE LINE - rope trailed behind those entering hazardous
environment to guide those following and/or mark
exit route

LIGHT DUTY - 1limited work ascignments inualving tittle ar
no physical effort; wsually given those
recovering from illness or injury

LINE, HOSE — see hose
LIr‘IE,I-l‘\)q - See I-‘Vln
LONG BOARD - see Backbﬂc_-ar'd

MASK - =zee S.C.B.A.

MASK UF - put on S.C.B.A.

- - -

M,4.5.T. MEDICAL ANTI-SHOCK TRCOGUSERS) specially designed
garment used on patients with extremely low blood
pressure or to prevent same also has several less
COMMOn USes; applicatlon is a B.L.S. EEiL]

ME&ST WAGON ~ =lang for ambulance or coFénéfréavehiclé-

P

‘MEDIC ASSIST - medic unit called 3 assist B, L s. PN N with

a patient in critical condition o N L

o # * - ~¥

MEDIC/MEDICAL COMMAND =" central receiving point for
communications from field personnel; staffed by
doctors familiar with field protocols and -

responsible for their |mplementat:on and/or T _
variations from-thein; ™ usually located in or near, g g

local emergency rdom'-n HES. 0P . s

MEDIC UNIT *= ambulance ﬁta¥¥ed and equupped ﬁ ’ A

A.L.S. : . - e RN g

. “ R "('::.w"i."" ,}'E‘. =y o

Pi*

gt :zirir*\:’v‘*
M.F.R.I. (pronounced MIF-ree) - MARYLAND FIRE QND RESCUE

INSTITUTE, division of Univ. of Maryland that
provldes fire and EMS tralnrng

prs

*:

M.1.E.M.5.8. (prunounced MIMZ) - MARYLAND INSTITUTE FOR,
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES SYSTEHS, dlunpaon of
the Univ. of Marvland that. prou:des tralnapg

= '~ .and certification of ALS~’ personnel and squads i

HDNITHR - obtaxn an EKG readlng or” eqUIpmnnt +or dOIng S0
an A.LYS, skll“l e G " i . -

s 3

A

L . &
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MONITOR - see Deck/Deluge Gun .

MOVE UP - see Fill In

M.Y.A. = slang for motor vehicle accident

NICKEL-DIME FIRE - small f.ir‘e causing little or no damage

NQ CODE - patient that desires no resuscitative efforts in
the event of cardiac arrest; wusually terminally
ill and enrciled in a hospice program -

NOZZLE -~ appliance that attaches to the end of attack tine
to control amount and pattern of water coming out

K o T

NOZZLEMAN — firefighter operating nozzle
MURSE TANKER - tanKer, usually the first one on the sceney
that supplies water to engines and is %

refillied as needed by other tanKers.

0.1.C. - short for officer in charge/command} dghal1y ‘.
highest ranking officer on scene

%

OFFICER SEAT e rlght *ront seat of apparatus, usually. e
. % o occupled by,htghest ranklng person on crew, T .

> w oz 'FL.

OPEN UP. - slang for uent|1at|on oo chasy ;.;Sa;' ,:xya

q_.:--

OUT OF SERVICE ; unprepared for next as:lqnment due to lack

equipment, manpower,, mechanical problems” Fof
etc., - ’

R T S Al o ﬂ;
2 SR I T TR < e, e
OVERHAUL - tast phase o{4structura1 f;refaghtlnq, the 1%
_practice of breech:ng wal]s,-ceil:ngs, etc.ato Ta
locate and extinquish hldden f]amesm B T w %

:gﬁ,.... fs,,,.,,. Ty *
; R

P.PIV. (POSITIVE PRESSURE VENTILATIOND. -, relatjvely: new'f RO

A
practice of ‘clearing a bulldlng of smoke and gases by

forcing in fresh air o . T3

v 4

-
. v » y -+ -
= - LR T 4T Py we Tk
thow . P vl & LRE ilyrv_ e & S |

FARAMEDIC = see EMT— ‘_ - ~e e e

.
&

] '.'"

]
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PASS/PAL DEVICE & electronlc device that emlts audlb]e qnund
to a=sist rescuers in Iocattng lost or
injured persnnnel

PERIMETER - see .Fireline . e LT stema
PHILADELPHIA (PHILLY) CDLLAR - device suﬁ}lar-ln purpose ‘to
C-caliar :
: R e . b _“-"'.' ATy £ “at Y 7-,:"-.2..:-," -
PIKE FOLE —-‘pole, ITw & uarletr o¥ lengths, w:th metal hookwj .

b
. . o . %
w " ¥

- : o - s 5O

*



"

on the end; wused during overhaul to open
walls and ceilings
'y
FLUG - slang for hy»drant

PUMPIER LADDER - specially designed ladder used to climb
from one story to the next on the ocutside
of the building

PORT-A-POND/TANK -~ portable canvas or plastic reservoir for
water; wusually used i1n remote areas as
part of tanker shuttle operation

PORTABLE PUMF - portzble, gas powered, water pump often
used in draftting operations o

PRE-CONNECT — hose line carried on apparatus already
connected to pump outiet -

* - - LA SR

PRE-PLAN -~ predetermined strategy for handl ing emergencies
at a given location - A
PROBIE - member of department st:l! seru ﬂg‘probationary &
period o Tgmow dni

FUKER -~ s]aﬂg for ambul ance = & g?

vy

PULASK] TOOL = combination of axe and mattocP used inf”
fighting brush flhes o

: a5 b
= ol v
3

FUMPER - sée'Engine S

RAMF - see Apron : " iﬁz,f -
REHAB. REFURB (REHABILITQTE/REFURBISH)
. .apparatus to extend sits® useful] llfe and/o'
- to meet current needs and/or regulatlcna

REKINDLE - when fire breaks out.zxgain after benng%thought to
be exflnqu:shed° usually due to "hot spots”

S -

missed during "cverhaul® ° < L

L
b - - Ty

RESCUE - remove patient/victim from danger

RESCUE - short for Rescue Truck _“¥gnins - 2T
RESCUE TRUCK/SGUAD - apparatus carrying equipment and ..~
il

- personnel ¥or performlng reacue -

RESTART - see Reklnd]e 'j= L

REVERSE LAY o




RIDE OFFICER - literally to ride in the officer’s seat,
i.e., assume the role and responsibility of
an officer in his/her absence

fOoLL HOSE - roll up leﬁgth of hose for eaéier handling

RUNSHEET ~ formal document that details situation found and
actione taken on & runi often reviewed by
superiors and subject to subpoena ;

.C.B.&1. (SELF CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATHUS) - svwstem using

tank of compressed breathable air and airtight mask
to allow personnel to enter hazardous atmosphere

[1}]

& .
1,
N 5 -

SAINT FLORIAN - patron sajnt of {ire¥ighters

! "

SALVARE - practice of protectang contente of building 4rom
R fire, smok=, and water damage; may be -dome by, ...
removing content= from building, coverlng contents
with canuas or- plastic; ar using spec1a1 damage
control technt ues

a
i
4
Y
-
v
-

SCRATCH - station, usuallx,udlunteeﬁf failing to respend” = .
to alarm

’ ".‘ P
._ \

e -
L" " - ‘- T

L S

SECOND ALARM or SECOND DUE < oni'tes) pred'
":respond whenff}rat due unit

-,.:#"

I osdewm .
©UE, i

“

“roa s

cEE‘DND ALERT - PEpeat o+ 4lert when statlon doesn t3re=pon” T
after a- predetermtned 1ength o{ t1me me 4

. = -t

SHORT BOARD - 2 foot long.back board,
" ex*r:catlon ) . oy E

& -
-r .

SIAMESE - appl iance {or connectlng two smailer hnseIT

. gt

into one Iarger one "’ S W

".-':.,

SIT THE BOARD - see Houa#watch -
QIZE uUpP - assessment 0= ' i

SLIDEeTHE "FOLE —-h \rass po1e “to get from sé
‘iving quarters to apparatus. f.

stations so equlpped) upon_ rece

SMOKE EJECTOR -~ high valume electr:c powered fan use
s uent:latlan - - B 27y

SMOKE JUMPERS_— r:refughters that parachute-lnto rem%te
. areas to cnmbat forest: fires -




used to make connection between hydrant and
engihe

SPAGHETTI - slang for the pile of hoses behind the enginedz?

SPANNER {WRENCH} - specially designed tool used in makings
breaking hose connections

SOUAD - see Rescue Squad
SUUIRREL -~ slang for volunteer
SGUIRREL CAGE - slang for volunteer station

STACK OF BRASS - adapter: used to connect mismatched size-
or threaded hose andsor apparatus

STAGE - stand by near ,incident scene

STATION - building for housing fire and or EMS personne!
and vehicles

STICK - slang for establishing an IV line
STICK - slang for aerial 1ladder el “”'*fEu“
STRAIGHT LAY -~ see Lay In
STRAIGHT STREAM - narrow, concentrated stream of water
STRETCH A& LINE - advance hose line towards fire
STOKES BASKET - long, narrow wire or plastic frame used
’ for moving patlents up or down steep .
inclines . -
SUCTION HOSE - rigid hose, Gsuﬁl]r large diameter and 10
feet long, used for putling water from a

static source

SUFFLY LINE - hose, often large diameter, used to move water
from source to attack pumper

SWOOF AND SCO0T - stang for spending minimal time at scene
and expediting fransport to hospital

TAKE &4 BLIW — slang for takinq a break from the actfun_

L

TAKE HEAT - get close enough to the flre to feel heat
through protect: ve cia *hlnq )

10-7 ~ out of service "

¥

10-8 - in service, respondfng‘

— /5




1.

10~-10

fight

10-22

cancel, discontinue

10-50 - wvehicle accident, often followed by P.D.{(property
damage?, F.l.(perscnal injury), F.{(Ffatal)

[
o
i
in
4]
|

intoxicated

—
i
i
0
O~
}

mental patient

NOTE: many jurisdictions and departments have their ocwn
ten code to cover their specific needs. These ares some
of the most common and universal.

TAKE UP - slang for picKing up hose after a fire

TENKER - an apparatus especially designed for transporttng o
* - large amounts of water and related equ:pment {‘

- & \ "%“

4

TANKER - in some areas, mostly the West Cozst, an alrplane
specially designed or modlf:ed for, carrying large
amounts of water or flame—retardant chemicals and

"=dropplng same ion the fire % o & *Rzyas T EEETO
T S T ne by dew O

TAXFAYER - residence or business generating revenue

Pl

-

o

TICK - elang for volunteer - e L : H " ¢
T. B.,. (Total Body Crunch) - slanyg for major traumacwJ
THUMPER - air powered, deulce far per+orm1ng s P R.

i

TILLER (Man. 8ucket, Seat)v— nperate rear: controls of aerial v

apparatus =1} equnpped . AR ol
s . oLHEEE % - ;165 3
IP - sIang for nozzie _ T _f 5 5
B S R L - ”-“va’""’ * *""»\eaf I R AR t
TONES — audible ranso sngnals used to activate pagers and/or K
alert company - i
TORCH - slang for arsonist or szetting a fire S
TRACH TUBE ~ slang for endotrachial tubesintubation i

TRASH LIMNE - nlaﬁa for'bOOEEer hose

N ;
s ate aie sl o T
o o B Smman eEEiles 2
(] ~ RTINS
. %
v

TRIAGE - separata and C¢tagorlze patnentq b/ =euer|ty,

of injury .
- ez hde s T e
TRUCK — apparatus with power operated laddnr ar A T
elevating platform B ~%¢1a; @ﬁnv et A

: ivA?“ A . a

TRUCKIE - firefighter assigned to pide tru;k and/ar

Y =~ -l




ar

perform truck company dutles, i.€., POSCUE,
salvage, ventilation, etg.

TRUMPETS -~ see Bugles
TUBE - slang for endotrachial tube/intubaticon: sometimes
refers to E.O.A.

TURN OUTES - see Bunker Gear

VAN — van chassis converted into ambulance, rescue, or
equipment vehicle

VITALS/VITAL SIGNS - collective name for pulse rate, blood
pressure reading, and’respiration rate
{may also include temperature, level of
consciousness, et.al.»; usually a good
indication of a patient’s status

VENTILATION - opening structure to 3llow escape of smoke;
heat, and gases

VoL, VOLLIE ~ sliang for volunteer

P = - o o

~ VOLUNTEER - member of a fire department or reéﬁue squad/

ambulance service that receives no pay for ~. .-

. services =< -. o v
WAGON, HOSE - see Hose Wagon w el e e ) if
WAGON, MEAT - see H;3t<wagcn - *;Aﬂ=g?*; o2
WAGDN ~ short. for either of above s 7?»;§mj£~w_&' S u.iq?

WATCH ~ short for. housewatch ; - -'?- PR -J ST
. 7"_ %2 i .l“ ,-‘.,"’4" :-: - :.-? £
WATER HAMMER - force created when a flow of water is -
suddenly cut off; can cause damage -.to_hoses," 5
pump s ete. R .

WATER TENDER - =see Tanker

WETTING/WET DOWN - ceremony to dedicate a new apparatusg
similar to chrnstenlng a shlp

-
‘;.._.

WET NATER - chemical added to water -to rﬂduce frlctlon loss

and lmproue effectiveness in fighting flre *
g K_.l'_‘ - - - .
WHITE HAT/HELMET - chlef o+f|cer ' g ok o
T D 4 '_,4,, s Low- e X ng.* =, :'?3:: - & _‘:f.‘:‘;n""
WORK A CODE ~ perform C.P.R. and/or A. L S treatment on @: : o
cardiac arrest pat:ent b : M ™ T

_____ - SR & ¥, ; .
- - Lo o O T 1? f,:,:u ¥l - '— “ i - -
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WORKER ~ slang for working fire

WORKING FIRE - fire that will require some time and/or
manpower to extinguish

WYE - appliance for 'cannecting large hose to two smaller
ones

Y?ALL COME PARTY - major incident requiring multiple
companies

ZAP - slang for defibrilate
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Glossary of Fire and EMS Terms

Almost every business, profession, or hobby has its own
specialized language; fire and emergency medical services are no
exception. Newcomers to these fields may be mystified by expressions
such as backdraft, barnburner, beat-and-blow, blcod bucket, and
eat smoke. Al Ward, a firefighter/CRT for the City of Cumbgrlghd,

developed a glossary of fire and EMS terms to make communication easier.

As a member of MIEMSS critical incident stress debriefing !
. Pm-ﬁe,ss congls
(CISD) team, Mr. Ward perceived that some mental health ‘gcumselers—

were struggling with the "sublanguage" of emergency services. With
the help of colleagues locally and around the state, he collected
terms and slang used every day by those in the field.

"I've had a lot of fun compiling this listing and I've
learned a lot,™ he says. "I hope that media representatives or
anyone else who needs to know these terms will find the glossary
entertaining and informative. I welcome any subﬁissions for
inclusion in future editions." For further information about the
glossary, call Al Ward at (301)777-3441, or write to him at 607

Lynn Street, Cumberland, MD 21502.
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