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Agnes Hospital In Baltimore. (See story, photos beginning on page 16.)

Exploding into action

Early opening, birth
mark AGH's day one

By Sean O'Sullivan
Staff Writer

Somewhere around 9:15

a.m., a little over an hour alter

Atlantic General Hospital
opened its doors Friday mom-
ing, and afier three people had
already been checked into the
emergency roont, the hospital's
publicaddress system struggled
to life:

“Testing, one, two, three,
testing.”

‘The sound was deafening.
State Delegate Bennett Bozman,

who stopped by to visit the in- .

stitution he helped bring lolife,
observed thatthe system worked
fine, they just needed to adjust
the volume.

That was pretty much the
feeling all around Atlantic Gen-
cral --- everything worked on
the first day of operalion for
Worcester County's first hospi-
tal, but some of it needed alitde
fine tuning.

The aimosphereupanddown
the corridors was like opening

nightataBroadway play. Some®

150 employees have been re-
hearsing formonths, and Friday
everyone was eager to show
thatthey knew their lines. They
didn’t have to wait long.

At 7:20 am,, 40 minutes
before the hospital was to offi-
cially open, an ambulance from
Berlin pulled up to the emer-
£ENCY TO0M entrance.

The patient reported having
trouble breathing and insisted
that he be taken to AGH, rather,
than to Peninsula Regional
Medical Center. Thoughhe was

the man said he would rather
wait than ke the 30-minute
drive to Salisbury.

Subscquently, the hospital
took its [irst emergency room _
case g little early and the man
was admittedasthe first patieat.
At the end of the day, he was
reported 1o be in stable condi-
tion.

AGH had its first “walk-in",
patient when a man limped
throughthe emergency entrance
Tooking for someone o exam-
ine his knec. Friday was [ull of
firsts.

Intheradiology department,

Continued on Page 16
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toldthe hospital wasn'tyetopen,
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Trolley rouie
gels on track

By Charlotte Hale
Staff Writer

Troliey rides along a newly es-
tablished route through Ocean
City'sdowntownare scheduled1o
begin Friday, May 28, in an at-
tempt to give businesses in that
area More CXposure.

The trolley, whichis actuallya
bus with an ornate exterior, will
depart at the top of every hour
from the south train station in the
inlet parking lot and run in a loop
through downtown. It will arrive
back at the station by 30 minutes
afterthe hour tobegin another run,

The municipal bus system’s
dollar-a-day fare will apply to the
trolley, City ManagerDennis Dare
said. Anyone who has alrcady
purchased n bus ticket may use it
to board the trolley for free, while
those who hop aboard the trolley

Continued on Page 5
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psit'sbecause thestatehas
t rejection letters or “pay-
3¢ notices to Worcesler
for the past three years, but
sday, Worcester County
sioner Jeanne Lynch was
2 that the Maryland Of-
\ping approved the coun-
est for a $110,000 grant,
cested that the comnis-
iend a “thank you™ note,
nissioner Floyd Basselt
she was kidding,

too often we forget the
ous,”” said Lynch.
nissioners agreed to send
butCommissionerGeorge
wondered if they should
ler a few minutes later,
e next item on the agenda
ale grant rejection.

al
ks

ro-and-a-half-hoursession
erlin Town Council Mon-
1t was a little too long for
Ed Hammond, who was
discuss a charitable hous-
ect he is working on in

sitting through council
s’ discussionsanddebates,
ed their apology for the
th this quip: *“You've just
ne more time thatlaw and
s are two things you
t see made.”

Hats off i
to the prez

Ocean City gamered at least subliminal national media attention last
Thursday, when a front page picture on The Washington Post and at least
one television network showed President Clinton arriving on Capitol Hill
holding the white baseball cap included in a gift package from the resort.

Unfortunately, the Ocean City logo was hard to make out,

As reported Iast week, Sen. Barbara Mikulski presented the hat to
Clinton, who, in tum, plopped it on his head as depicted in the photograph
below, where the resort’s name is easier to see.

.Ribbon redux .

At last week’s ribbon cutting for Atlantic General Hospital, at least one
citizen beat political and hospital dignitaries to the punch.

A half hour before everyone lined up for the cameras, one woman tried
to take a short cut through the arch where the baby blue ribbon was strung.
She didn’t quite clear it, and unintentionally dedicated the hospital.

Quick-thinking hospital workers, however, tied theribbon back togeth-
er before the ceremonies concluded.

+ « Thursday, May 27,-1993

T o S e
U RIS

The hole
story

When Qcean Pmes Association

Director Molly Starr asked how

work on the Ocean Pines Waste-
water Treatment facility expan-
sion was progressing, District En- -
gineerJimCaldwelloffered togive
her a tour of the construction site.

*There’s a big hole with alotof
concrete,” he said.

“It’soneof nicerholeswehave,”

. added Worcester County Sanitary

Commission member Jeff Mum-
ford.

‘Shedding

' L]

some 'light'

After watching the number of
signatures grow on the petition
protesting Worcester County'spro-
posed $2.1 million bond for the
purchase of Lighthouse Sound,
County Commissioner Jeanne
Lynch hinted this week thatapress
release might be issued soon to
dispel "misinformation."

- Asa

o
patient?

Though Gov. William Donald
Schaefer couldn’t make it to the
Atlantic General Hospital ribbon
cotting, Dr. Jim D'Orta, AGH's
acting directorofemergency med-
icine, reports that the govemor
said he would visit the facility on
Memorial Day weekend. .
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The Coast-to-Coast for Kidsjet skiteam
leftLongBeach, N.Y.last Thursdayand
traveledthrough four other cities before
arriving Monday in Ocean City, Md.,
whers it is expected to stay for a few

days. So far, they have jet skied
approximately 860 miles.

Cyclist Bob Derbyshire should be
arriving in Albuguerque, N.M. today,
Thursday, concluding an 80-mile frek
from Grants, N.M. He recently peddied
through the petrified forest and the
painted desert, ' ’
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Bean OrSulliven/Times-Press ‘#
Atlantic General Hospltal President William Donatelli unlocks }‘5 '
the hospital's front door Friday moming for the first day of "
operation.
Day One: AGH
®
p . % I .

Contlaued from Page 1 bases, heart monitor machines  pital,” he said. g

':mﬂevenlhcncw alr condition- Every inch of the building n

LuAnn Siler from the respi- 108 Systest. and every piece of equipment ¥
ralory department, which was Mginlenance men were [iterally shined withthe glowof 5
swamped from the 7:20 am.  checking phones, doingtouch-  a freshly unwrapped package, 5
arrival until the prematurebisth P Work, labeling lockers, in-  and while the staff was com- v
at 4:30 p.m., summarized her  Stallinglocks, fixing floaringor  posed of seasoned profession- -
firstday at AGH by saylng that  just vacuuming the seemiogly als, they alf were bubbling over : AR
theanticipationwasmuchworse  immaculate carpet. withtheenthusiasm of medical ~ Emorganey room staffars at Atlantic Genera) Hospital attend to i
maa'}n: work itself, :auOf cour?:l.n s'ﬁwoe mﬁ?e school graduates, tho first patlent admitted Friday, 4

n the problems arose, Ves cou € EVELYW. Beforetheendoftheday, . - .
peopleinstinctivelyresponded.  atonce. One early moming ride swﬁ?aé?ditsrm?calmaygg:
*Today was busy, but it was  onahospital elevator had tobe cy: A Berlin woman, going
caslerthanyesterday,”shesaid.  abortedbecause theliftwasbe-  iroyohy premature lsber, was .
technicians talked excitedly —Inguncooperallve,adoclorwas  pyghnad o AGH, though AGH s
about having done their first ~ heardtocomplainaboutadicta-  por o maternity hospital (see
patient X-ray, and one haliway ~ ton machine and amotion sen- accompanying stocy),
over alabsupervisordisplayed  Soronanantomaticdoorhadto .
the results of the department’s  be adjusted. By the close of the business
first test results. In the cafeteria, employees  day Friday, 33 peoplehad been :

The featured cafeterfa lunch ~ hadtogivechange fromasmali treated at the hospital and three ?
for the hospital’s first day of ~ metalboxbecausethecashreg-  wereadmittedaspatients AGH 7
business was tacos. ister wasstill waitingtobepro-  President William Donatelli,

Everywhm,pcopldngmups however, noted that l.hmgh 5 .
of two seemed to be hunched M Director Patrick  pm. Wﬂsﬂ‘gml"lm Offg day, it : % i T
over keyboards of various department wasa  was not the close of the hospi- A mamberef Atlantic General'sradiology department shows the
shapes and sizes making last- ~ zoo,butitwascomingtogether.  tal, whichwill beincontinuous  resultsoftestrunsofthe hospﬂal'sx-ng;eqtr:ﬁ:menton opening
minute adjustments to data “Todayitreallyfeclslikeahos-  operation from nowon. day. The sscond Image from the right Is a telephone.
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By Sean O'Sullivan
Staff Writer

One tmexpected first in a day full of firsts at Atlantic
General Hospital was the birth of a baby boy.

Although AGH Is not supposed to receive maternlty
cases, aBerlinwoman pregnant withtwinbays was thrust
on the hospital late Friday, its first day of operation:

During an at-home visit by a nurse, Susan Whaley
went Into premature labor and &n ambulance was sum-
moned. Her fiance, Leon Bridell, said she was not due for
at least two months,

Page 17

Conllinued on Page 18

Shortly afler Susan Whaley gave birth to a
boy at AGH, a hellcopter was summoned to
rush him to the neonatal unit In Baltimore,
Ahove, staflf members carafully putthe child,
I an incubator, on the aircraft. At left, the
father, Leon Briddell, wails nervously.
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Boy's birth
— | among firsts
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Grieger, Everett ¢

. Award-winning painters Lols  andthe Veerhoff Galle
for hosp1ta1 Griegerand Lillie M. Everctt will  ington,
cxhibit thelr works at the An The two Baltimore
League of Ocean City gallery on  ¢ipients of many of th
Continced from Page 17 94th Street from May 31 through  eted prizesofthe conte

At approximately 4:30 p.m.,
Whaley gave birth (o a 3-pound

June 27,
Both Grieger and Everett paint

scene today, Griegerre
first prize in the reglo

. . inthe old masters style, donereal-  the Maryland Art Les
bt - i e stically fn vaterolor, oils and )
pected, thehospital was notunpre- E‘agg“l;s' Their w;rdksa}?cttwclcd B'usmess
pared, and its ircubation unit Y i ;;Pe“:c':_al coljecorsas
helped the staff keep the child well as the general public. Area business le
alive, Bolh artists have Fxhlbxled in 1o be Jocked
Beslin Fire Department Chief r notable museurns, Grieger's work ag“’ﬁ{" g
Phil Simpson said the boy proba- Smmming init - has been displayed at the Baltl. &":imgflafg su o
bly would not have had the chance Northsida Aquatics Contar Committos Chalrman Mark Fritschle  more Museum of Art, the Peale, Tooblai _%’c}mp
atlifeifthe ambulance hadtogoto {left)accepts a $2,000 chackfrom Treasurerofthe Recreationand  the Frick and the Smithsonlan In-  tion. Toobtain"releas
Sallsbury, *You've gat a hospital Parks Advisory Board Art Hitch. Tho money wiil help fund a  stifution. Works by Everett have  ficipant in the Ocean
that mnry . d bg . uww. feasibllity and marketing study that will address the needsofthe  most tecently beenonviewatthe  UD mustraise $2_50_1|
L SHITARL U o Be i HpH community and the ways In which an aquatics canter may he Maryland Atts Council in Balt- In custody, jailbir
plazes,holwﬁ i"ﬁﬁemm Whaleywas funded. For information call 250-0125, more, the Art Guild of Maryland  their mug shot taken
! served a “bread and v
taken to Peninsula Reglonal Med- : T,
ical Cenler in Salisbury and a he- Local YOIIthS : ;
licopter was summoned to take
“Baby A" o the atowide ncona. rescue turtles
Blalﬂt&!'::]tc:; St Ses Hosplial fn Eight northern diamondback
. terrapins were rescued from an
Though the Maryland State
Police helicoptertouched down in ?hm';gegnmozﬁ g’;;;’?;tﬁ
the hospital's parking ot at about B ¥s sige {;1 2 F Sunds
5:30 p.m., the AGH staff waited e T
almost an hour and a half before M anmEIZa:LnofiDo::‘,‘d tt;eancrab tin
moving the baby in otder to stabi- shallow w"a:er Tnsids werep(fj'o 5
lize his condltion before the long babyand [‘ i
flight north, yd nedom dm%ee v:’;:_sca:’mﬂ&sé
Buring the wait, Bridell, who ;xsa:m ailn!'l m; w% Y
had beena bricklayer at the hospi- 'sslleagueuwl ; ?n d:cm:éh
13l during its construction, com- S(l‘,lugl;db aws:t:is 2l 4
mented, “Ididn’t know I'd be here Pys Blaue | e checked every 2
this soon.” hours by their owners, the trap had
beenunattended for several weeks.

He paced the halls like the ex-
pectant father he was, “Thisis the
hard part, the waiting. ... I'm ner-
vous,I'mshaking, " he said, Bridell

Sea turiles can survive only-12
hours without air, the park ranger

said, and Harrison and Mann were

Michaal Mann (laft) and Hale

% commended for the e, Harrlsonwiththediamondback
e T i omoiadogond BT ey ecind tom
the mother, health and set free imo the bay by A
¥ the boys.

At approximately 6 p.m., an
AGH staffer 1old Bridell that the
second son, weighing 2 pounds,
15 ounces, was bornal PRMC. He
too was sent to St, Apnes.

Rather than have his sons con- Treat your bedy good. . .
nuetobeknownas“Baby A” and - Mr, Pickles offers Iow fat, low salt
“Baby B,” Bridell decided 1o call quality, Koller coldeuts & Low Cholesterol

. the twins Leon and Leonte, Swiss and Ametican Cheese,

St. Agnes spokesman George
Moniodis reported Monday that
thetwinsremained inguardedcon-
dition, whichis standard inprema-
ture birth cases. If all goes well,
Moniodis said the children could
be released in a month,

Alter the delivery, AGH Presi-
dent Willlam Donatelli beamed
like a father, “I was impressed
withthe staffandtheirhandling of
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have,” he observed,
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