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nts Unknowingly Fail to Install ChildSéféi:y Seats' Proper]

seats aren't limited to ordinary par-

- ents. Lt Col W. Gerald

. of the Virginia State Police said that
when his department recently
launched a program to educate
troopers on child seats, many were
surprised to Jearn bow mny mis-

: takescanbemade, - Ty

Chrysler, bave built mtegmed

be costly and can be used for only
two ar three years, experts said,
Federal officials sald the. most,
promising solution is ¥ systeny ©
known as [sofix, a s de-
sign in which a built-in fastener oo

ﬁame.lsoﬁxmu!dbempmmd

into all new cars and child seats = Once the seat |s mounted, check for mnvemm:iuhemtcanbe e
around the world, propopents said. . mwedsfgnxfanllrbackmafnrm itisnutsecurad M "i"% X
Just 25 constmers are assured elec-

tnml'hd;wanbegu'gxednfely a-mnwseatsshouldbedmledeverytimemyareused =
into home sockets, compatibii- |

ty would be guaranteed for all cars Securing child seat to car seat
mﬁgh?mmtcm 1.0 tighten a seat belt, press child

away, Tombrello and others said, »
and current cars and child restraints
will remain in use for decade or two.

In the meantime, child safety ad-
vocates are working hard to raise -
awareness,

“This is very much like the AIDS
mnc:Ym:unbehackyalot:!you
dan’t protect yourself, but the con-
seqummmbeterrﬂ:!ysenons,
Tombrello said, "Safety seats are
there to profect our children as a
form of immunization against 2 po-"
tennaﬂyfaulenmtmr.:r Mostpeo—

amnpmﬁtfoundaug
goals are to promote a i, :
fied seat belt system and edocate * |
parents, e

were surprised to find that several
police officers, auto dealers and oth-
er parents they contacted coften
knew little about
performed. Some friends and ac-
quaintances believed they had in-,
stalled their child seats properly tat
were wrong, the Hutchinsons said.  *
“You shouldn't have to have any
abnormally high level of mtelligence
toﬁgnreomhwmputawsut
in,” Bryan Hutchinson said. “It
be so sxmple Just completely
simple, that if you're smart enough
to get a driver’s license, you slwuld

[~ spécific installation Tathod: "

* fount in the middle of the back seat *

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR USING ' : C

CHILD SAFETY SEATS
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ewer car safely belts and seat designs, engineered fo be more
N comfortable for adults, can be deadly for children in safely
seats if the belts are not modified. Different types and i

modifications, In some fnstances, seat belts can be modified
with a simple metal locking ¢lip; in others, car owners must
have a free auxillary belt or buckle installed. Be!aw are some

GENERAL STEPS F OR POS]TTONING A CHILD SEAT

® Read safety sut inslnmnons and) _y_e_hmifle owner's guide for ek
lepedyseemechrrdseal to car. if you
have a belt that does rot stay tight {a
lap/shocider beit with sliding latchplate, for
ple), us&amhllo&lrmcﬂp.smhas
%17 the provided with all safety seats, 10 . -
"1ncl§ out the comiort feature allpmng seat
1o mm a‘b:t. ’

8 The metat Iocklng clip should not be

harness sl:aps trom slipping. The smalter the child is, the greater the

chanoeheoshemaybepm led {] machiidsafetyseatlnthemm
i st e fom i

3t tha plastic ﬁamm retainer clip, -
I Maka sure seat faces the pmpez direcbm- Child sears for infants must

; <face reanward {50 the child faces tha ¢ rseal). Chaldrm nder age 1.do not +
" have the spinal development 1o sti nms lth older children, the
seat must face forward and be in‘an upright

seat down Into the car seat using full
-welght on a knes.

2. At the same time, take up slack ﬂ!
the lap belt, The child seat should stay

OPTIMUM CHOICE

Experts say the mest foolproot type of
seathelt for sectring a child

seat is a manual lap belt such as the
ones standard in most ears before
the mid-1980s, Those can be
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confused with the plastic bamess retalner | |
cffp, which keeps the child-sezt shoulder i
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| = Bucket or deepiy contoured seats *
mlaﬂy these In the back seats of *

- wRear:tacing child safel'y
- placed in the front-- + +
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PDSSIBLE PROBLEMS IN SEAT INSTALLATION
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" doorsshould never be tsed. . s =T R

8 Most seat belt anchorage paints are fouf {91 0" Ches forivard from whe
they were mounted a decada ago, ensuri fmlhe'tielfi'hwt'ac:n:ss the pelvic
area cf an adult passenger. I the past, seai &!&nmﬁntedfadher back
allowed them to rest across Fae abdomen Bf passmgers Causmg
serious Injuns T accidents. The few |nches
aligwed by the new belt matints is . ““”“' ?
enough 1o a chitd sext “‘:' >
o n ; b
tip duri ga:rash . o...:d.lfm
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& Hew betts often are mounted on a
sliff stalk or stitched to a latchplate,
preventing child seats from being
secured tightly, Use amther belt in* &

smalled, portier cars, prevent
the ¢hild seat from rsting p:opeﬂy
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seats should never be
passel gersntofacar

passenger-side air bag.
When an air bag deploys, it
€30 cause serious infury m
an infant in a reat. far:tng
safety seat,
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