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“ By SHANNON CANTON
Capital News Service

BALTIMORE — The chief physi-
cian at the University of Maryland
Shock Trauma Center defended the
Hospital Thursday against charges
that it denied a gay man visitation
with his domestic partner as the
second man lay dying.

Dr. Thomas Scalea said doetors
were too busy treating Robert
Daniel for AIDS-related ailments
that eventually killed him to let Bill
Flanigan see his partner in October
2000.

“At the time, it was not appropri-
ate for anybody to see Mr Daniel
because we were busy taking care
of him,” Dr. Scalea said.

Mr. Flanigan sued the hospital
Wednesday for negligence. He said
that hospital officials turned him
away, even though he had legal docu-
ments identifying the two as regis-
tered domestic partners in their

‘ Fal

home state of California and granting
Mz Flanigan power of attorney for
Mr. Daniel’s health care decisions.
An official with the gay-rights
legal group that is handling the case
for Mr. Flanigan noted that Thurs-
day’s statements are a change from
the day before, when the hospital
said it turned Mr. Flanigan away
because officials did not know he
held Mr. Daniel's medical power of
attorney, “Today there's a new rea-
son, that they were too busy,” said
Michael Adams, deputy legal direc-
tor for Lambda Legal Defense and

Fase & remy 'S -

aurses,” Dr. Scalea said.

/Man says hospital wouldn't let him see dying pal

Education Fund.,

Dr; Scalea said the hospital does
not now have a copy of the health
care proxy that would have given
Mr. Flanigan the power to make Mr.
Daniel’s health-care decisions.

He said the hospital was sur-
prised when it received the lawsuit
Thursday morning, because it had
not had contact with Mr. Flanigan or
Mr. Daniel's family since Mr, Daniel
died at the hospital 16 months ago.

“It was a very busy night and vis-
itation was at the discretion of the
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UMCVFD IN JOINT
CHEM-BIO TRAlNlNGq
EXERCISE =~ Z47%,
Cificer John Wilkes of the
Mibtpomery County Folite Dept.
and Sgt. Carl Mauney, Carcer
Ir.r‘ﬂ:E Montgume Cﬁru::"l ﬂlDeﬂw
Pper k.
of ge&hmgmr:m‘:i

training exercises for
the Upper Montgomery County
Velunteer Fire Department
(UMCVFD).

“Preparednesa and communj.
mhtinm are crit.iﬁ to success
when dealing wi potantially
unknown threats,” eaid Sgr.
Mauaey,

UMCVEFD Vol. Asst. Chief Mike
l;“:ﬂm ngreeka."wa 'g;nhce & Fire)

ve to work together an & team,
we have to share infirmation on
the scene, and understand each
others command structures s
they can be integrated for maxi-
muzn effectiveness.”

The combined Police and Fire
Chem-Bio trmining exercises
were sparked by the S/11 attacks,
plus the fact that Montgomery
County ia home to many bio-tech
firmas where misch of the comuper-
cial research is conducted, plus
the obvious proximity to
Washing-ton, D.C.

The training included a review
of a nuzmber of potential chemical

Continued an page 3

UMCVED IN JOINT CHEM-
BIO TRAINING EXERCISE
Continued from page 1 it 4
and biological agents that coul
be used a3 weapens, haw to :d
ogniza the presence, signs
symptoms of various bazardous
apects, and bow ta provide the
raoat appropriate Teap - Such
details =8 [ty e
from upwind and staging equip-
ment and manpower uphitl have
t0 be second nature for both Fre/
Rescue and alsa law enforcement
when responding to sk o
eveat. “Don't becoms part of the
problem.” stressed Officer Wilkes.
Decontamination of the effect-
ed people becomes #n immediate
pricrity t0 reduca the effects of
the hazard

Initial ‘gross decon’ is usually
done with water and removin -n‘-g
contaminated clothing. T
alane can reduce the.mnm'
tion by 6% according to Sgt-
Mauney. Keep in mind things like
temperature—we can't just hose
peaple off if it is 20 degrees out-
side, Warming must be provided,

Aike staging busea at the scene for
warmth and other purposes. We
alsg must consider people’s fami-
Iy, privacy, modesty and cultural

Conlinued on page 4

UMCVFD IN JOINT CHEM-
BIC TRAINING EXERCISE
Continued from page 3
issues. ’

“Bemember, this could be a
crime  scene” states Officer
Wilkes, “and it must be preserved
for the investigation.”

Officer Wilkes was sizing and
fitting the MCPD Officers—each
with an encapsulating Tyvek
class ‘B’ suit and the latest
Millennium 1000 mode! mask far
respiratory  protection-to  be
dormed by the palice officers if
responding to a chemieal or bio-
logical incident. Clasa B suits are
Bot for use in any Hot zane, they
provide Warm zone pretection
only.

Additionally, each police officer
will receiver the latest technology
‘Escape Mask® which was devel-
oped and {s used in Isrnel, “This is
the same Eacape Mask that the
Secret Serviee will put en
President Bush, should the need
arise, Similar Escape Masks have
beta in tse in the Montgomery
County Fire Dept. for some time
alrendy.

Mauney reviewed the procedure
with the career and volunteer
firefighters/rescuers ding
the procedure to reduce potential
infiltration of sondaminants with-
in the firefighter’s structural fire-
fighting protective clothing. This
involves taping around such
areas ¢ coat sleeves and gloves,

contaminated. Of course firefight.
erfrescuers would alse den their
Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus 1SCBA), which pro-
vides excellent respiratary protec-
tion {See photo an p.3).

"Prepare for the worst but hope
for the best” sums up the feelings
of volunteer firefighter/ rescuer
Jefl Fick, "De prepared. And there
is no reasan to pot be prepared
with the education, training nnd
equipment that are available in
Montgom-ery County® (Courtesy:
Jeff Eck).

T e e ara
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New line officers

New line officers for the Lewistown Distriet Yolunteer Fire Co., frum Jeft, are Jin Layton, depuey
chief; Kenny Mifler, 2saistant chief; Mike Sitall, fire {leutenant; Seotr Stonesifer, fire lizatenant;
and Jeapette McGaulre, EMS lteutenant. Donnje Stull was pemed chief.

1L ‘

New auxiliary officers

New auxillary offfeers for the Lewistawn District Volugteer Fire Co, were recently installed dos.
Ing the company's annual banquet, From Teft, are Betty Martin, president; Ksthy Knlpple, vice
prestdent: Lisa Smith, accretary; Jean Wetze], treasurer: Ethelens Eaton, zsalstang chaplain: Bev

Vi ker chaplain; E g Michael, volor besrer; and Keren Stall, assistanc secretary. Fran

ilea!:m Was named assistant treasnerer,
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Fire/rescue recognized

From 'l‘he Mnntgﬂmry‘ﬂm

ROCKVILLE -- U.S. Navy Vice
Adm. Dennis ¥. McGinn recognized
the Montgomery County Fire/Res-
cue_Services and Police De
ment on Manday for 1ding

z:ieucyusuumln e Penta.

v the SepL 11 attacks,
cGing, deputy chiel of
naval operauons warlare
ments and progmms. presented
plagues enﬁm th Enduring
Gratitude The Navy Family,
The Pentagon, Sepiember 11,

2001" to Police c lel Charles urban
Fire

Moose and

l‘1.!1&2 sincere appreciation of the

entire United States Navy for the
extraordinarily courageous and
untiring service in the wake of the
11 September terrorist attack on
Lhe Pealagon.”

County Executive Douglas M.
Buncan told the Navy officials, “We
are pleased that we were able to
assist the Pentagon during those
difficult days following the attack on
Ameriea. It s a great honor for usto
receive recognition from: the Navy
for our efforts.”

Montgomery County sent an
search and rescue team o
the P for nine days to help

Gordon Aoy

Adm. MeGinn also presented [et-
ters of commendation signed by
Adm. Vern Clark, chiel of naval
operalions, and Gordon England,
scmtary of the Navy, conveying

with recovery ciforts, and sent a
logistics team to New York.

County firefighters also provided
backup services for the l\mhgou
and Arlington under a mutual aid
agreement.

—
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"County fire, police
services recosized

Montgosiery, Colfifs Fire ang
Rescue Services and Police De-
partﬁéhtrécei{rédrecogrﬁtion and
commendation Monday for pro-
vidi €mergency assistance fol.
lowing the Sept. 11 attacks on the
Pentagon,

U.S. Navy Vice Admiral Dennis
V. McGinn, the Deputy Chief of
NavalOperafionsforWarfhmRe— .
quirements and Programs, pre- |
sented plagues and letters to Po-
lice Chief Tes A. Moose and
Fire inistrator Gordon Aoya-
gi.

~—WHITNEYL. JACKSON
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Giffen B. Nické::l’andﬂé‘é%ﬁgtzbower; two career firefighters
who live in Harford County and work in Baltimore, have long
been critical of the local fire service,

Tesponse times of the volunteer fira companies,

Their usual diatribe was reiterated in letterg published on thig
page Wednesday and letting it pass withoyt comment would be
inappropriate.

While we have long been critical of administrative aspeets of
the fire companies, we have 10 qualms about the Beneral high
quality of the local fire and ambulafice service, Certainly, it i3 pog-
sible to pick out individual cases where there were problems, But
such is the case with any organization — paid or volunteer —
that involves imperfect human beings,

Nickol and Metzbower frequently point out what they see ag
the shortcomings of the local firefighters, all the while leaving out
details like the number of people who routinely die in house fireg
in Baitimore,

Many of the firefighters who volunteer in Harford County are
also on the staffs of metropolitan paid fire and rescue companies,
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Laure] firefighters upset
by volunteering gecision :

=

by Malshal Englsl, =
Statf Writer -

Local volunteer fire depart-
ment representatives met with
Bush  administration officials
Tuesday to express concern overa
two-year-old policy thal is forcing
firefighters to choose between
working ¢ither as a volunteer or
career firefighter.

The meeting was the resultof 2
recent attempt by the Prince
Gearge's County Chapter of the
International Association of Fire
Fighters Local 1619 to enforce the
eselution adopted, in August

v par]

volunteers nor does it represent
professionals while they are serv-
ing in the volunleer capacity,

Professional public safety per-
sutnel are not requiired to join the
union.

Local 1619 represents all pro-
fessicnal_members of the Prince
George's Uounty Fife/ERS De-
pastment a5 weli as fire profes-
sional and paramédics in Anne
Arundel, Howard and Baltimore
counties.

McEachin sent jetters to neigh-
boring chariers Jan. 14 askin
professional firefighters who vol-
untecr to comply with union reg.

lations o leave the union. 2

2000 that prohibit

fizefighters in one jurisdiction
from serving as volunteers in a
nearby fire department,

Joseph Robison, life member of
the Laurel Volunteer Fice Depart-
ment (EVFD] and chairman of the
Prince: George's County Fire
Commissivn attended the meet-
ing with representatives of the
Oﬁim of Homeland Secusity to
express his opposition to the ded-
slon.

“President Bush is leaving this
week to go around the nation to
plead. for more volunteers and
now we have an organization
duing just the opposite,” Robison
said. "] would ﬁupe they would
reconsider thejr actions.”

Robison said the issue is 1 Jocal
one that is expected to eventually

atfect firefighters across the coun-

trv. The resolution has already
been enforced in Arne Arundel
and Howard countivs, the Diss
trict, and parts of Viopinia.

Thomas McEachin, president
of LAFRE bocal 1619, said his
chapter sponsared the sesofution
that asks direfighiers to decide be-
bweeen volunteering or being rep.
noseniled by the umon.

“The intent of this is to tike
care of prople who are LA.EF.
members,” McEachin said. “This
is 7ot to get rid of volunteers.”

The union does not represent

~

\

Charles “Jenks” Mattingly,
resident of the Maryland Siake
Firemen's Association said he
thinks the union is misguided.

He said about 1,200 county
valtnteer frelfighters are also
paid  professional firefighters
who are TAFF members. He is
concemed that.career firefighters
will trade volunteer work to hold
onto their union cards, thus de-
pleting the number of volunieers
who serve the public.

Richard Blankenship, LVED
chief, has volunteered with the
department for 34 years, Blanken-
ship also works as a batlalion
chief far the Howard County Fire
Depariment, where he’ has
worked for 29 vears. He said the
Euliq: is a cause for concern,

{ankenship said although he {5
not 2 union member he under-
stands the concerns,

"But there is not a way if
everione staps volunteering that
the county can afford to hire ca-
reer fircfighters to fill all those va-
vancies. The money is just pot
there,” Blankenship’said. ~If it is
vour day off and vou want to give
sumuthin? back to the community
i\j‘:'u.l should have the right to do

at,”

Eemad  Maishah  English at
mengltshdgazette.net,

ERRI Bt me
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Cuts to sta
budget ma

-‘.,.b’]".l:
by Micole Belanger
Staf Writer

Apfq:medﬁmﬂliu!'ﬁuﬂmﬂle
state’s EmexgmcyMcdm[Senm
ﬁmdmymla-?’ectFmdaickCam-
ty'’s fireand rescie services, o

Acronding to budget fpres,
isisllmﬂlknhtﬂwﬁuﬂ,“dﬁdx
paysfnruaixﬁng,s}mkuamand
MedEvac services among  other

Of that amaount, $16.3 million i al.
madyeamukcdﬂrpmgmm&n
sud-;pmgzmp:widgsgmmsbbml
fite and rescue comparies. Frederick
Couity moceives a mdul $10

—

te EMS fire, rescue
Y not affect county

illion, but the governor's bud, of-
ﬁmmuidmpm'ﬂcemﬁgu;‘;hw
each county,

yeams o 576
A]&mghmﬁmandmueo{-
ﬁﬁ&kaamslhesuwaxea}mgmm
Anger over the s of
bears, 2 reseniative from his press
office sm'}rlhe money is nat being

mmehekamdﬂaemmywapidm

The must a
Emvelbeanbeﬁxeilénbl\:nmep.
w, Bymie said,

JBevemor and his budget of.
fice combed ﬂumghﬁaebmiggtmd
hﬂmdawlue&uemam-plus,"
Bymie said,

Either way, Frederick Coun|
shonld ot 508y Loy o )
£5)

¥ .

“We don't seem to pet our fair
share anyway,” sxid Seany direc-
ot of fre and rescue services iy the
srinty;

1 think we get relatively few do.
Lars compared] hhwﬂlftxgnm; sa
[dohswmd Y money coming to
us,” he said,

Because Frederick bas its
W training facllity on Reich's Fond
&M.hsutedusm(ﬁzﬂhﬁﬁng:
the coungy [EI}S for the facility:

Erederid County afso dows noy
Rave a shock traumy iy here, Poole
Pertd g,

And st volunter fine and -
UL INARKS Bt their own Rinds

<tid the find help, gne
and fsae services sabewide, iwruch
infumcan hdp FrthCOunt_\'m—
kot o 1O i Serionss autme-
bike seadint, vou may need the sery.
Wt e ol trama it ™ fe
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Title 30
MARYLAND INSTITUTE FOR
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
SYSTEMS (MIEMSS)

Subtitle 08 DESIGNATION OF TRAUMA AND
SPECIALTY REFERRAL CENTERS
30.08.06 Burn Center Standards
Autharity: Edueation Artiele, §11-509,
Annotsied Code of Marytand
Notice of Proposed Action
foz092.P1
The State Emergency Medical Services Board proposes to
amend Regulations .04 and .08 under COMAHR 30.08.08
Burn Center Standards. The propesed action was consid-
ered and approved by the State Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Bozrd at its regular meeting on December 11, 2001,
notice of which was given by publication in 28:24 Md. R,
2164 (November 30, 2001}, under State Government Article,
§10-506(¢), Annotated Code of Maryland.
Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this action is to clarify that the pr

Economic Impact on Small Dusinesses

The proposed action has minimal or fio fmpact on small
businesses.

Opg ity for Public C £

Comments may be sent to Mary Beachley, MS, RN, CEN,
Direceoe of Hospital Programs, at MIEMSS, 653 West Pratt
Street, Baltimore, Maryland 212011538, or call (410) 706-
3932, or fax to (410) 706-4768, or e-maail 1o mbeachle@
mdems.umaryland.edu. Comments must be received by
April 8, 2002. A public hearing will not be held.

04 Appointment and Qualifications of Attending
Barn Staff Surgeons.

A. A bumn center director may appeint qualified attend-
ing bt stafl surgeons to participate in the care of patients
in the burn service.

B. An attending durn stafl surgeon shall meet the re-

Ttk in Heguiation .05 of this chap
06 Burn Service Physician Coverage.

A burn service shall:

A. Have at least one full-time equivalent (FTE) attending
burx stall surgeon invalved in the management of burn pa-
tients for each of 200 acute inpatient admissions annually;

B. Have an attending fum stzff surgeon available en-call
within 30 minutes, 24 hours a day;

C. (text unchanged)

D, Mai

of the regulations amended apply only to burn staff,
Comparison to Federal Standards
There is no corresponding federal standard to this pro-
posed regulation,
Estimate of Economic Impact
The proposed action has no economic impaet.

in an on-call schedule for residents and attend.
ing burrt stafTsurgeons who are assigned to the burn service;

E.—G. ttext unchanged)
ROBERT R. BASS, M.D.
Executive Director
Maryland Institute for
Emergency Medical Services Systems
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“Maryland’s HealthChaice js big success

By Talmadge Rrapcy SE¥IED

* Maryland's five-yearold experi.
ment with managed carg
for ehilden. POOT people and the
disabled, caffet HealthChaice, has

2big suecess, Iy js giving unin.
sured Marylanders she best medical
cre they"ve ever received,

So why is thig program, which
serves 435,000 people Sizwide or.
tering on the edge of acliff?

Inadequate stage funding,

icia-u'paymmu. which

haven't changed since the program
began, anly cover about 40 perpeng
of the actual coy of delivering meg.
ical care. No wonder doctors
have abandaped me;;‘;m and g
searcity of doetory willing to parici.
pate could spell doom,

Additioealty, seven of the arigingd |3

uhueﬂwmr@hdmk:m
mvaﬂivcmmmwmtdbu:ﬁu.
nﬂmduwenms.mbmmelhm

Childeen, who make up the over.
whelming number of HealthChoee
emollees, are geting immunizations
end chezk-ung on 4 tmely basis angd
& screcned for fead Poisoning.

Thei parcats, meanwhite, are
sereencd for lung, eolon, prostare,

and cervical cancer, They
feceive early tresimens 1 control
dizhetes, hypectension and anthma,
and are leaming how 1o mzanage
their conditions gnd feduce the pesd
for bospitalizations,

Over the long haul, thus theald
pay dividends for both the patients
and the ghacy Eaxpayers.

Last manth, the state heanh
department issued jiy evaluation of
the progrem, ag Fequested by the
Generz Assembly. The
praised the Program and recom.
mended that it ha ntinued, con.
cloding ihat HealthChoiec has saved
the state moncy compared to the
Previous defivery s¥stem and has
added vafue for panticipants,
HealthChoioe membe; T making
Tewer trips 1 hospilal “merzency
Tooms. whicl s £ood sign. \fore
peepie 1han ever, particularly chif
dm.mgm'nx'ngaccmm:bmdu
a3y of health-care services.

This upbeat repart 5 one trasan
that Gov, Parris N, Glendening fax
month inchwded an additional 525
million trarched by $25 million o
federat fundy in his budget 1o ooy

PIYMent rates 10 HealthCholeo
hysiciang, [y Empoctant thay this
money remain, uncw, in the budger
because it wij keep the Program
From collspsing,

Seir lacking, thaugh, jy2 longes.
FANEE commitment ta put
HaalhChaice oq firm financia)
Bround,

The program’s currene etimburse.
ment ruz s fuse onethird of what
fe [Bovernment pays docors

under Medicare, Thas's tnaceent.
ably low and j5 driving doctors gu
ofthe program, The situation js
especially acute on the Eastern
Share,

%mmbﬁmmma
PRYMENtS isto Line with whag
Wuhhmnnys#lyﬁdzuhm-
rthqﬂmgpﬂim:. That will take
ﬁnqhnhmhdx:ﬂ'ﬂnsmunr
mﬂ:leg';laagmm:kbsmﬁ-
}w:ﬂ'mt;bana!lmnhﬂ!i:
worifiwhile

Legitiative Blact Cautus gngt
Serves on the Houge Approgrigtions
Subcommittee that deqty with the
Medicald Budges )
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Bill to increase fines
for vehicle violations

Byr?mm[. ticns Lu existing buildings,
) State’ Firemex
o ?Fgﬁmwm Asscqaunn administers memf;ﬂn;

b o lt was ho Lg:d that maney collect.
szvehmleo e state’
bl fsss!auon ls passed by t.he mﬂniﬂ [~1H] w:lr;o into m?:'

phg]; add&i:nr:lm Ie“e; \m:r:]d be went toc::pvlaell;nlﬁ-;l menmzéxleﬁe?a?ju?
:st[nanﬁmdforﬁtefnd Eniere WHauvesandomerbeaimrdaled
Praratis, new stations or rengya. (See BILL, Page A-12)

e,

Bill

iContinued from Page A-)

matters,

Delegate Norman Conv:ay. D~
Wicomico, said the evant.s of
11 iave catapulted
and rescue service,
House Judiciary Commlttee on I-‘rl
d.;ylﬁdshnwsuppmtiormeﬁrst

responders,

The bill was introduced last year
as backup legislation in case the
vehiete registration fee hike did not
pass, Mr. Conway said.

The regi.‘mu::gne fee was

injury rehabilitation fund; one-third
for the Sen. William H, Amoss fund;
and one-third for regional trauma
ceniters,

Dr. Robert Bass, director of
M Institute for Emergency
Mecbeal Services Systems, said it
rtant for legislators to !hﬂ
He envislons money
ind helping replace the caret

tate Police helicopter

Chzri&s Mm.mgl resident of
the Maryland State F{mmn:Assn-
Ia.m.saiduwmmmmﬂmh

Medical Services Operations Fund
alive, But there Is a move now to
take 35 million to help balance the

apply 1o violations of *the rules of

the mdv "w Uld
As propa e MONCy wo

have to be used for the r

ts last year.
Thepe was not enongh maney in the
fund to come close to helping with

the projec Jp
ohn spearman pm:deut of
Trauma Center Network,
volced Ins 1 bis aupport fop e measure,
“We believe the funding that
t.hlshil.lwnu]d provide is vital to pro-

tozn pro; ami’orﬂm&rstywor
until szu%rrunionisused.

The morey then wi¥ be divided
in the killuwing ways: One-sixth
used . for. Maryland Emergen
Medical Sorvices Systems funi
one-sixth for the traumatic bram

,

d stability {0 our
wodJ renowned system of fire, trau-
ma and emergency care,” ke said.

Dr Spearman saud the travma
centers trom around Lhe state need

their mission to care Eur critically
injured patients.
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Montgomery County’ Execn-

tive Douglas M. Duncan wel-
comed XIS, Senator Barbara
Mikulgki €5 the County’s Traff,
Management Center (TM(Q) last
week and thanked her for her
role in securing $1 million in
feder{il funds to _ifnprove the
County’s; emergency prepared.
ness_ gid amp ¥ 10 Téspend to
local “ahd- regional incidents;
~ Difdean alsp~thanked Senator
Phul Sarbines and Congress-
woman Connie Morella for their
roles in acquiring the funding,

6 ‘money will be psed to eo-
locate the County’s emergency
Lommunications, emergency
operations and traffie manage-
ment centers, improving coordi.
nation and response time during
emergencies.

The funds were earmarked for
Montgomery County in an Fyps
Transportation Appropriations
bill that allocated federal money
for Intelligent Transportation
Systems (ITS) technalogy and
was signed into law by the
President on Decemnber 18, 2001.

"Integrating our emergency
response  operationg will
enhance the security of our citj-
zens by improving information
and response time for the

OMELAND SECtirry

County’s first responders,” said
Duncan, “Consolidatign of our
Emergency Communications,
mergency . Operations, and
Traffic Management Centers
will integrate our emergency

current and complete jntallj-
Bence from an incidant scene, I
B very gratefis] to- Senator
Mikulski for playing an instry-
mental role i ensuring thae
Montgomery County received
the resoyrces We need to aggreg.
sively mest the new challenges
of Protecting our citizens’ safety
in light of the events of
September 11 »

All the emergency operationg

cost for the TMC portion of the
Project will be $g.3 million, The
federal fundg will be ugeqd to
integrate existing TS technolo-

information and co-locating gtaff
will enhance the ability of traps.

provide for bettar coordination
during enlergency incidents,

- El

i
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_/ Firefighters

iceT Foun-
dation, Tne is accepting dong.
tions for the memoria],

The land for the memorial wag
granted by the Board of Puhblie
Works in fron of the Louis I,
Goldstein Treasury Building,

ce in making the state a gafer
place o live, The design incg
rates bronze plaques etched with
e names of the men and Women
who have died in the line of duty.
€ memorial js slated fop com-
pletion in 2003,

People who wish to give dona-
tions are asked to send them to
the Maryland Fire-Rescue Sery-
ices Memorial Foundation Ine,
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Second District VFD&RS Line Qfficers
Thie 2002 lire officers of the Second District Voluntesr Fire Department and Rescus Squad are
{Iront row, from hatt), Josesh V. Slade, englneers Joseph M. Scrivener St chisf enginesr; Michsel
R, Roberts, chiet; Robert P Speinger, water supply officer; Mark J. Culbert and Josepn K. Baan,
Usutenants, (Mlddie row, from left], Kim Burroughs, fire preventlon afficer; Amands Trossback,
EMS Zaudenzod; Jobn P. Charles, engineer; Robert A, Lynch, assistant engineer; Cindy M. Bawes,
NSMMMMLHMMMLTMMMM{MMM-
nA.ﬂmmsmlmm!mhm.mLMJQMMJmu&r-
iner; assistant chiek: Joseph M. Scrivener Jr., captaln; Jan Scrivener. EMS Ueutenant; J, Christa-

Executlve
Officers for
Second
District
VFD&RS

The executive officers of
the Second District Vol-
unteer Fire Department
and HRescue Squad are
trom  felt}, Michael
Roberts, cnlef; Stephanie
Boyd, secratary; 81
Kowgel, treasurer; Jeany
Stautfer, wice president;
and  Robert Springes,
president.
PHOT0 BY TRISHA DUNN

BHOTO BY TOISrea DNk

Second District VFD&RS Auxilfary

The 2002 atficers of the aurilisry to the Second District Volunteer Fire Decariment nd Reseue
Squad are (rem left), Jetty Towndend. president; Ray Carter, vice president; Jean Sheritf, secre-
tary; Mike Long. treasurer; Lucy Hae Hanson, secretary; Rutly Stade, historian,

-

i o
T
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Inde, treasurer;

Capt James Vagonis: snd Flrefighter Eddle

ks on challenging year

RVFD em

New equipment,
Station renovation,
volunteer recruitment
on agenda

by Judy Hruz -
Stat Wirter

The KWI%:"!!IQ. Yolunteer Fire De-
partment is u Irys @ very-ambi-
Lious plan to rezch out fo the commu.
nity for stipport, either in the form of
volunteers or financial contributions.

ar

[y
Vi

v The Gazeny

Srar
includs {front row} District Chiaf Lenny

dlrector.md(:cptﬂobmﬂmtm
Lt. Chow Lin; Deputy Chisf Mike

Chiet

“We have a very large agends 1o

take care of these next fwo years,”

sid Erie N. Bernard, who was in-
stalled in January to kis second two-
year term as president of the depart-
ment,

On that agenda is what Bermurd
called a community-based recruit.
mlbya.nd retention drive, forced in

a county proj 1o remove
m: career fire;l?ghptglssllI from the
Rockville fire department.

Now entering its 82nd year of op-

eration, the ville Volinteer Hre
t i staffed by both carcer
i volunteer fire and rescue person-

ltboastsomnﬂ!wl‘axgestvolun-
teet forces in the county, Bemard said,
and is second only to the Upper
Monigomery County Vohunteer Fire
Department, which covers a mostly
rural area, in the size of jts
area. Rockville has the largest re-
Spovise area — 75 sqriare miles — of
any high-density area in the county,
Bernard said.,

with valunteers, he
added,
The county hag propused cutting

See RVFD, pagh A-14
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Contnued from A-1 |

[l
Rockville from six ta folir career fire-
Pﬁﬁm on nights and weekends.

& those positions may not be
axed from the county budget com-
plete!y.t!wlwoﬁxeﬁghmmﬂdbc
shifted {0 the Germantown Volun-

Bernanl

saidd, Rockville 2lso wilt Yose oneof its
two paid administrative staff posi-
fions.

'Werepnwdof&nenmnberof
volunieers we have,” Bernard said,
"bunmkaywsh:pmpu-]ym
volunteers’

Carcer firefighters are trained in
four months, because they goto class

Although the Rockville fire de-
wants to. contizne 10 en-
muu—agesmdmlsadymmgpeuple
to join as vohmbess of a5 career
members of the fire service, it also i

stay with the Tonger be-
:gseﬁtymdwsmmhmmmu-
nity.
The department :salsnsleppmg
upusmmmumzynuhtad'l:‘y
Com:

ummioﬂ\er

; ?ﬁ“ %

Fire-rescue volunteers responded
in large numbers after attacks

lVolmmeﬁ;eandhrgm:mpqson
nel responded in numbers
afhetﬂ'\etenmxilamckmul‘l:cl’m
tagon on Sept. 11, reports om-
mgu‘:unryﬁ.rs?;’ Chief Officers
Associztion.

“There was 2 bemendous out-

lu]rmd stats, says.

: total of 395 vﬁpm‘:ge:s con-
u-i!m!aiwﬁﬂﬂluu:sofsup—

i, 53

Po'!‘heshm?mbsminwbemfmxd
ed to County Executive Douglas M. |
Duncan for use in disaster manage-
ment i
A Thde, chiet of the
Rockville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, is chair of the Commamity
Fire/Rescue Chief Officers Assoda-
tion.

Iﬂ_‘bmmeusbasedals‘liamnsm
urgerford Drive in downtown
Rockville.

Rescue 3 i5 currently out of serv-
ice far routine mainterance and re-
pairs for damage it sustained after re-
sp!ﬂmglnarm]orﬁn:atanapnu
pent complex under

$500,000 toward it. The project will
goout o bid in six months, he said.
~The renovationt is 5o imspoctant,”
Bum:d.snd,addmgﬂ'latvdm
participation is up 20 percent each
yeae, hours are up 25 percent, call
vdmmuplzmommrywade
and f Tequirements are

Tohlpms:mwyfordnmm—
vation, the fine department will ask

the King mnafmnmlhsagn
Volunteer Fire De-

partment loaned Rockville its

fescue unit until Rockville's is re-

lemwpmolcqmpmtwﬂl

i ardd
by visiting with other civic associa-
tons.

Boﬂ\ﬂnm;lnnﬁmdcnmu-
nity outreach efforis are lmPOﬂaSll.
said Bernard, a H-year volunteer
with the
*We can't sit buck ard wait for
"";L“""’“*E{“‘:‘?ép
Although the tragedy of Sept. 11

in interest in

In addition to mgthe ke fire and
wscue personnel, epartment
must concern itself with the chal-
lenges of mplacmg aging or dam-
mdeqw

Rodml]c fire department
will take delivery in eight months of
amwmgmeﬂu:wﬂ] ve the capa-
bilitv of running as a fescue unit,
Bernard said, meariry; that it casriers
a{mpmt.sud\a:.!hehw: of Life,
b extract people from automobiles

1m e
wi ment
A eqﬁ?\m‘lllmveauquk
fomwd&hmmgﬂummﬁve
years when more pieces of
ment will have lo be mpeg‘u;;;:
Bernard said.

A major renovation of Station 3
also s planned, as the station has not
hmmvaltdmaﬁyws.ﬂumxd

Aspanof&mmmumprqed.
the southern part of the trailding fac-
ing Beall Aversie will be extended
and a second floor will be added o
tnatch up with the rest of the two-
story station house, There is a “se-
mhmmge of beds, ﬁ:sk::dm

% 2T0S ane in e
m-d"ofmué:am.\:d q;fnﬁm
space must be u ed as well,
Berard said. R

The project & apecied 0 cost
more than $4 million, Bernard said,
and the county has offered 1o give

the y o help through
doarto-door and mailin fundrais-
ing campaigrs.

Bernard acknowledges the dhal-
lenges the fire department faces,
while at the same time boasts of its
achievement.

The fire department will hold its
z‘m:gawan:lslm\qn.«tth‘lan:h23,ak
it will honor the work of the

mien and women who serve as fire-

untrer Fire Department indude Wm.
Aln Hinde, Tom Kavanaugh and
Aaryn Slatky, board of directors; Rus-
sell Dawsan, vice president and
dl'P“l‘Y chief; Judy Butts, secretary;
Lisa Hinde, treasurer; Joe Moore,
caunsel; &mkﬂﬁmkskym,dup-
Lain; Paul Quigley, Frst
Scott Emmons and Mike Bloom,
depuly chiefs; and Efren Gerstoun,
Jeff Levine, Len Matoo, Eddie Slafky
and Steve Wolf, trial board.

Alan Hinde, a ime voluniver
who has served m&w several
vears, is in the second year of his cug-
rent two-year term.
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‘Rowe is resc

ue squad Member of Year

BrHonaoorepee 5 L] ."'?qmmurynmedmumm

The Laurel Voluntcer Rescue

s Sl Gt Bl
mm:sqm"i'qg'" %@H&-
beated s kR in style with
2 black-tie offair 2t Laure} Park races
rack.

1t was an evening of dining and darc-
ing10 live ballwoen atsic a5 nearly 300
Ppeopke imoed out to celebeate 2 half-cen-
u.nry:ﬂite-mﬁ:gwi:._

R was also honored with 2 Life-
time memberstip, along with Bill Fau.
crtte and Sieve Zabriskie.

Ravwe said st joined the squad 37

3go whike in college shudying as a
rwmmt]mmnifc-

mkwunidﬂ:mmndmh
squad becrrse she wanisd to gain prac-
tical experienoe and i was one of a few
argmirsions that allowed womm 1o
jotn 25 full mesnbers and noe i saxil

by ones.
She mes her huskand, Ehwand, 2 the
Ao Ly g, vk 1,22

roscue squad became her socond fami-
ly, she szid,

Rowe's fulltime job is emerpency
baining officer foc the Marylund Inst.
nite for Emerpency Medical Systerms,
where she bondles all maners petaining
10 emerpency medical technician cesti-
Fication,

This year's Chief's Award was
focived by Ashley Raglnd Chiel
David Morgan sad he sclected her
because she does it aff and Jooks for

The noching in peem. "She sweeps, mogs,

nns fls -— ghe does everything,” Moe-
g said,

Pamicia Cleveband ot the Chair
man's Award, “Her sense of cuty for her
obligations is beyood reproach” srid
Chaunvon, Mike Law, He added thay
Clevelands training of rookies is 2 key
reason why the squad continues 1o put
out highly skilled rescuers,

and ginding ova-
ﬁummmwdmlmﬁkm
der — founder of the sqmd — Jane
Alexarcder, Termnee: Moynihas, Jon
and Joc Robison, 2 W, Jobn Sestish,
These tembers were piven 50 Years of
Sexvice awards.

Fonty-five Years of Service awand
were rven: 10 Marion Alexwger, Wi-

. [t

liam Amuvonn. Eva Aae Black, Yane
wmmmmamﬁm

Damdl Drckworth was: pecognized
for 40 years and Jzmes Barkmon for 35
years, Thirty-year awands went to Gene

The 1op all nmner for 2001 was
Dieputy Chief Mark Arsestantt with 774
s, Assistat Chief Eric Globerman
was socond with 675 nons. The atheriop
aunners were Jason Cleveland, 640; Me|
Glnbum;:.ﬁ?jduﬁinl(hﬁ'.-ﬂ'k[hh
Klonin, 398 Kerny Ford, 386; Gary
Chatters, 357; Barbara Norton, 32 and
Temy Cleveland, 323,

Career run awands were giveni o Alex
Ben with 12500 rons; Joun Robisony
10500 runs: Mel Globerrman and Arse.
£aul, 4000 runs: Pamela doCarme and
Jefliey DuBrul, 3500: Jack Fleermn,
2.500: Temry Cleveland. 2000; Jimt Hart,
1500; ared Jason Cleveland and it
Smith. 1000 vuns.
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October. Latwe] hasn'thad 2 new mayoe

in eight years. During thet time, the city

has changod in significant ways,
Somdmgshvegmmhmu e

new businesses have plantad themselves
htt:ciy.Aug:mmhytoﬂgg:mm

pened. An imporant housig
mwhpamuhmm

But signifieant challenges confront
U now mayor. 'Ihecuynuzlmn—

iy

leadnhiip mle with the Manland
Municipal
Faﬂh(hlmmalsnrmﬂmud;spm-
ident of the City Council, and been 1
olfier in 3 mber of organiz:aions, She

in- i avolumeer parexcelience, But O bas

ofien pravitated lowand a ~helping” role
in these proeqs rather than as prncipal
feader, Moz, on the other hand 1ok 1o
fise 1o the top.
Asmnloﬂ:\h'}brdmm
of stve, Moc has developed rel
unh:lzmneswhhsmﬁmﬂhe
able, like Casuly, to call on these rela-
nuuhpm!!zlmcfuom:my
Many of the people whohave worked
most closcly with both on city bsiness
— their City Council oolleagues — tave

mylmnkmhﬁs.andmw

eSS QWIS o active civic roles in the

oMLy,

Voters are formrage tohave two well-

qulifiod candidztes. Both ive bong

expenience on the City Courcil, Both

have poursd countless hours of their ime

zﬂuﬂxymhmﬂngﬂ!myshm
workings

nprndnnas PP o(\!u:Snme
declzred themselves
mmmmwmmm
norees o Moc's exmpaign larrture in
November, they knew exctly who his
opporert woukt be. Calhoun has mads
bier mexyoral ntentions clear ever sinoe
losing to Casels fixr years ago.
52y5 tht since she is retired,
she will be able 1o devoe full time to

‘Citizens need o pick good city leaders’

of vice presicent there. More iportant,
he by boert encrpetic and imendive in
orpxnizing noved fund-mising drives for
the squod, such a5 3 ol cookoff = Leg
summer’s Riverfer

Audet also shows an entreprencuriat
Spirit inv the brsiness he co-owns with his
beother, uhnciu&wlqnmmwsuﬁ-
wmmpmkmlmmﬂl
This creative business backprownd
world be an emportant addition o te

ship and civic passion by embracing an

xnyofvohzmmis:pm_dauo[hu
Scotchiown Hills chmury PTA.
menber of the city Board of Appeals. He
alsnwll]l:mgamdnml:mmﬂz
courcil as an emvimnmental s

play an important roke in reorufting other
minoeity members of the comrmity
into active civic life,

Theee counell exndidaes e unop-
posed: at-large candidate Michael
Leszes and Ward 1's Rick Wikson and

Robison.

bemg mayor. This is a significant fsue.  Jan

Bux Moc huts shown his willingaess and
abiliry o devote kong hours to ciry busi-
ness. As a [ 2-yer coxmeil member, he
obvu.dyluvuﬁl]mgdwmmdgﬂc
wAll demonstte an even grextet dedica.
tion and time o as mayor.

test, ard know irs

That being said, one candiedate would
be 2 more forcefil keader, and that i
Craig AMoe.

Moc has proven Bis Jeadership quati-
ties — his zhdlity 10 amlyze issues, envi-
sion a peh of action and then move
thangs adong ~+- 25 formes prosident of the
Cliry Coumil, 20 a5 head of the Jocal fire
dleprient and county volunteer fize and
rescuasociation; He alua bas plaved a
4 The LaurefTeader Marh 15, 2o

City Council

Only two of the five City Council
scats are comested: those from Wand 2,
Voters should cxst their ballots for Gien

£
teet Rescu Sqind. Fie'rove t the officr

~

Lmtmaknmmﬁmvm

foctunate to have ham fi

unning agnin for
concil. Wilson abso s brovpht clesy
thouplt and civic commitment 1o the
council 25 an appomnted member since
November, and is @ great person o have
coming back, Robison will being her
background of civie involvement as a
eoember of Stzd for Chikdren and of the
n‘fy‘s Public Safery Citizens Advisory

Commitiec.

The chance 10 bave a say on who
Teads the ciry i Morday berween 7 am.
and 8 pm, ar the Phielps Senior Citizens
Center. "0t Montgornery St
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 Firefighters m:ed help
| Opposing fundi_ng cuts

During the mt?e?i;iallée session,
the Maryland State Firemen's
Association brought forth to the
leglslature a proposal to add
addttlonal funding to the Emergency
Medleal Systems operation fund,
This was necessary to continue
funding for emergency and rescue
services throughott the state and
without the increase major euts
would be realized,

These revenues from this fund are
dertved from a motor vehicle
registration surcharge. The Increase
that was approved by the legistature
went from $8 to $11. This Increase is
expected to add approximately 513
taHllon to the fund every year

1am sure you have read or heard
1n the news media that the state of
Maryland {s facing a budget shortfatl,
The governor has proposed in his
budget a series of fund transfers in
order to balance the budget,

The governor has proposed that §5
milllon be taken g]:,gf_;he
Emergency Med ystems
operations fund and moved fnto the
state’s general fund. This means $5
milllon that had been earmarked for
public safety needs for the citizens of
the states of Maryland be redirected
En order to balance the budget.

If thistransfer ocettrs, it will have
& major Empact on the tralning and
equipment needs for the hundreds of
volunteer flre and rescue
departments across this state, and
also have a negative Impact on the,
Alaryland State Pollce aviation
divisfon and the R. Cowley Shock
Trauma Center In Baltimore,

The events of Sepl. 11 taught us
numerous Jessons. One of these
lessons is that we must be Prepared
at the local level to respond to the
needs of our cltizens durlnga period
of disaster; to take away fiunding now
In our time of need is inappropriate,

The Maryland State Flretien's
Assoctatlon Is opposed to this action

and encourages vou to contact Your

state delegate or senator 1n-express

youropposttion 1o this effort.
Charles

Heilywood, Mdé.
Mautingly is president of the
Marvland State Firemen's
Assaclation, — Edjtor
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by Greg Johnson
Statt Witer
Volunteer firefighters in Prince

Gcmﬁ:’s County have been asked to
plan more than $400,000 in catbacks
over the next three months amid re-

of Fiscal shortfalls that could im-

than $411,000 originally allocated for
the volunicer

budget and make necommendations as
to how we wert going to save for the
fast three months (of the fiscal year),”
Robison said. “That {repoct) ts a budg-
et halancing recommendation to (Fire
Chief Ronald) Blackwell”

The tons ;?na!umd to
the department Feb. 28 irx cutti
backmallstaﬁmsuppibm:‘;nl 3
for emergency esponscs profubit-
ing fire equipment from being used to
form

it dods not face a budget shortfall this

ar.
£ “That is a "think-tank’ tvpe of docu-
meit, Bowers said. 7Tt has not been
implemented and there are na plans to
implement it
Blackwell did not return a request
for comument by press me.
Other sources close to the depart-
ment, however, said cost overnns are
before the end of the fiscal
yﬂ:]mm.msihuﬁmcmﬂdbeex-
acerbated by reposts that County Exec-
utive Wayne Curry (D) will not allow
budget fands to be trans-

BUDGET

Continued from A-1
said "That's being talked ablout with-
in the exccutive but I don't
know if the county executive has
trade a definite decsion on that”
Estepp added that he would work
to ensure the v::;ltmﬂtxs emerg\aww
recel
necded during what arpmwdpm a
“critical time for public safety:
Fred Thomas, head of public
safety foc Prince George's County,
did not return several requests for

comment.

According 1o a 2002 budget 2

v by the County Courdi 1

y, the fire department was allo-
cated $65.4 miltion this year, While
that amount was about §2 million
more than they were allocated the
year before, it is less than what the
department spent.

SPOREli e PNRoE Leor
"P‘;:mﬁ Fire/EMS Department, said  other county 4
ol positionof the apency isthiat  ferred to supplement thé Tire

e includes abou
t i t
100 actie volansees frebghters
and 792 sworn full-time fire petson-
nel, acconding 10 county records.

Robison said Chief Blackwell
told him the entire department
needed to reduce expenditures sver
the final three months of the year,
During at least two meetings, Ruobi-
son said, Blackwell told representa-
tives fram the volunteer service that
staffing reductions to the full-time
foroe are being considered.

“They were reviewing staffing
charges and Lt Col {William) Mc-
Gown was working on that,” Robi-
son said. "We expressed regret that
we weren't part of that {decision-

mal process,

R.%Lwﬂ is the deputy fire chief
for emergency operations.

Crie memp crculating within the
department lists various scenarios
for culting costs, incleding fur-

Thedep toverspentits fis-
cal 2001 budget by 856 miltion and
nweded a transfer of funds last sum-
mer from the county budget.

Yhe department’s volunteer
compoanent also needed a transfer
last year to cover $961,000 in cost
overruns in its budget. The valun-
teers received $9.9 million in funds
this year compared to §%.4 millionin

ghing portions of the fill-time
fmlneu fora R\Oﬂl‘;l alih:: time.
wers sai depatment
would not implement any Layolfs
and he is not aware of any offidal
meetings during which staffing
changes were discussed.

Evmzil Greg Johmsont al guohin-
sonBgazetteed,

runch looms for county fire service

ment at the end of the year.
County Councilman M.H. Tim” Es-

‘hepp(D-Dis:.‘?)o!Ctmmsaidbudge!

officialy have determined that % fire
department faces a deficit, but that no
one had a "hard estimate” of the short-
fall

, a former county fire chief
mdamppdimam(publicsfemalsnsaid
county officials have been told the
agency would not be given additional
funds to cover any defidt.
“They are being told that there won't

b

41T Tigag hadget, page A-10
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Fire report
cites flaws

= +_‘.| [ - .
Controversy continuing

By Brisn Goodman
Arps waff

A controversial report, com-
piled to illustrate allaged inad-

Giffen  Nickol and Gary
Metzbower, state in it they had
intended the document to be
based wpon hard faets and

lete data, but were unable

equacies, inefficiencies and
other general malpractice
withia the Harford County vol.
unteer fire and Testhesyatem,
has ignited a heated battle
between critics who say. the
aysiem could be better run and
volunteers who sacrifice their
time and lives to protect the
tommunities they live in and
ove.

A copy of the report was
supplied to Harford County
Erxecutive Jim Herkina in Apri]
1999 and to the county council,
with supplemental vecommen-
dadons and attachments, dur-
ing a regularly scheduled Jeg-
islative session the night of
March 6, when hundreds of
connty fire and restue volun-
teers showed up in 2 show of
unity and support for the ger-
vices they provide and the
county they protect,

The authors of the report,

~,

to obtain the information they
sought from Harford County
and its volunteers, while a
number of other counties read-
ily made 2vailabla the statis-
tics and details they sought.

Comparing Harford
County's servies to that provid.
ed in Carrall, Howard, Cacil.
and Baltimore counties, Nickal
and Metzbawer allege there is
[0 supervision in any aspect of
the fire protection service and
that “indeed, the very concept
of & countywide fire servies
does not exist” They add the
volunteer service acts as if
divided into 12 separate towns
with boundaries designated
without basiz to fire station
proximity acd with the ability
to shift at the will of the volyn-
teer chiefs,

Nickol and Metshower fisr-
Flease soe FIREFIGHTERS YA 15

~
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Report raises questions

Firemen question Harford emergency response

- FIREFIGHTERS, fiom A1l -
ther state the volunteer chiels appear to reqiire no
special t.ru:mng”" ore;mniﬁmhm&m' and, in tumn, sre

bers whn
elect them,

Aceording to the report, Howard County, whose
population is niot much higher than that of Harford
County, has g mixed paid and volunteer system,
which it adopted 28 years ago and Baltimore County
has built career stations for paid frefighters in areas
farmerly served by only velunteers

pany

being paid to perform maintenance tasks ke lawn-
mowing and painting, The report also asks fr a com-
mitment to providing the free and open fow of infar-
matien hetween Harford County government, the fire
companies and the taxpayers.

While tha dations seek 10 drastically
alter the structara and workings of the volunteer sys-
teminHufurdemty.NicknlmdMﬂzbawerx
quick {0 point out they are in oo way suggesting
implementation of 8 paid five and ambulanee servies
i Harfbed County, and object to such £ notion.

“Please pots that not one of the 2bove suggestions

bers of

The authnrx‘r‘mc.l'nwevu_:,t_.he'm‘::dimﬁm and
ar

ooneern for p Y
Harford County’s volunteer fire companies, whi
they ssid, "are the system's strongest asset” 29 well as
the financial support. of the county. The repart states
the smallest amount of money any Harford County
company gets is still more than 2.5 times the amoeumt
Baltimore County gives to the Kingsville Volunteer
Fire Company.

That funding may not abways be allocated in a
responsible and efficent manner, said Nickol and
Metzhower, who allege ive gpending has led ta
Harford County operating a3 many restus trucks as

i bined ns well as implementing mare
medic umits and more engines than Baltimore City,
which has & larger population,

*It has been alleged to uy that some companies
may have more sesting positions on their various
vehicles than they have members to fill them” said
the authers in their report.

Nickol and Metzhower further allege it is still
standard practice for companies to buy fre app
fron compeny members who sell such vehides pro-
:::mnlly,wilhmtnnymhdmorﬁmnddm
ight.

Baudmﬂm'zﬁndiugundpasana]kmwledguf
the fire sarvice, Nickol and Metzh iled 8 1i

p or specifiezlly requires the hiring of profes.
siontal personnel to provide Gire protection and emer-
gency medical service in Harford County. We believe
that most. if not all, of the above recommendations
ﬁdbeimplmwd&iﬂxqui&!yﬁa:dusﬂynnd

result in greater efficiency of the system and
better utilization of rescurces, both human and fs-
cal,” gaid Nickol and Metsbower fallowing their sug-
gestions to the county council,

During Tuesday night's eounty council legislative
seasion in Bef Afr, both Nickol and Metzhowrer sttand-
ed and addressed the public and the evune]
saying they bad not intended ta speak, but felt com-
pelled to do so becausa o the reaction 1o the report.

“This has become personalized 1o an extrems”
said Nicksl, telling the council both he and
Melzbowerhadmeivedﬂmtsofmdamage
and Metzbawer’s 16-year old daughter was insulted
by some people 8t her work place.

Nickol insisted neither he nor Metzbower is in
Eavor of having & paid fire and ambulance service,
~Our ooy motivation is we care about public safety”
he comtinued, saving he became coneerned about
Tespanse times and contro] aver the local systemt only
afler recogniring it was not meeting national gtan-
dards.d'yrhicthzlaidheh.nmmundemhnding,u

1

list &

of 19 recommended improvements to Hzrford
County’s fire protection and emergency rescue ser-
vice, which they presented to the Harford County
Council during its March 5 session.

The firgt recommendaticas eall for the comumission
of a professional study of the county’s fire and EMS
system by an cutside firm and for the Harfard Count

syntern,

The report goes on to recommend abandoning the
practice of dividing the county into territories by
o and instead adopting & policy in which
the elosest station o the incident should respond. The
repart’s authors alsa believe not every company needs
its m‘a}:{der truck and l;:lecializedhmm equip-
ment, that. fudraising should take place countywide
t end territorial disputes and that the raised money.
should be strategically spent for the nsost eiScient use
ol the entire county service.

Furthermure, the report seeks to set membrrship
standards for age, physical fithess and criminal hack-

1 traini i

inthe %

“This is pot about what¥ in it for me,” he aaid, eall-
ing it “irresponsible® if the national dards aren't
being met.

Nickol then went into a detailed discussion about
the problera with fire department, territaries in the
county s currently defined, eiting specific examples
ﬁvmhismpnrtofbnwmedepa.ﬂ.mmh.llﬂmgh
uaeymay:itjusumﬂamxwwldndmpmdw
m’!aininddmuifﬂwymrwiﬂ:iaa.mherdepau—
ment's jurisdiction, even if it means miles and min-
utes of difference,

Metzhower spoke much more briefly, ngreeing
withi:kolinhisdisappuinunentathuwnmem
ple biad responded to what they had to say.

‘Unlmmﬂﬁngisdone.'hcsaid.'laeethesys-
umbdngmninwﬁnm:dwid!merﬂl’nsig}m'

Council membery li patiently as the men
speke and when Metzhower was finished, council
president Gunther Hirsch addressed them.

“We love our voltnteers — our fire and EMS crews
and drivers,” Hirsch said, but he quickly added, “If
criticism is needed, it should be dane.”

“We should not shoat the message or the messen:
xer.Westnndsthdermslmldefwiﬂnhmepmp!e
who do & remarkable job. The systems can be
imp'wed).}l!:.ifso.wes!m!dwwkwid:mwme

s —
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County developing
emergency measures

Police agencies adopt alers status levels

et B T N, helps  cial details, direct patrots ¢
Angt g outline the law enforcement specific sites, modify work
Elumeland security hina nat TeSponse 0 an. event such ag schedules, activate non-unj-
only becamte n top priarity for Sept. 11, formed personped, investigate
the-eountry in the wake k:'r;he " Er“'-‘dy D';‘lgﬂde}! de\reil_oped all leads, incresse overall
Sept, 11 terrorist atga ut by New York City law enforee. IWATeNSss, restrict cepts
e County lnw - mentafler the 1993 bombpar o+ infrastructare sias-gror
énfreement  becayse the the World Trade Center, the tion 1o other intelligence, out,
eventsofthe day demonstrated cmergency mobilization plan iy reach and training mnai&em-
the: first line of defenge ina bi'ssed nhn ?:ur alzen statug ley.. ey
H jam ; law els, _which when initiated, Though law enforcement jn
onlorcement and. EmErgency  require affected faw enforce- Harf'o:ﬂCountyhnsmtimp]e-
responsa Ment pgencies tg respand in g mented all of thesy mire.
Witk the goal of developing  rertain way. 3 ih . Tequ
2 aified response methodolo-  Mueh fige (ho atatus Tevels ;omsvu:m’:ﬁ“
&30 the event of an emer. yyeg by the US, Army e from : bl nment
gemry situation in or affecting  Aberdeen Proving Ground, the  Tegarding possible futnre "el"‘
the county, Harford County Nov, 20 meeting established rorist sctivity, it's ikely
- Harford Caunty law enfpree.
Sharift Jogeph P Meadows I.heamuulerr.lmlsnmlpha. T 3
drchestrated a meeting Nov, 20 Bravo, Chaslie and Delts, The ment fs operating under alery
o dnmre that if tragedy were  latter would indicate ndisaster  status Brav, -
ib Btcike here, all Lrw enforce.  has Hready occurred in the  In nddition 1o eutlining
ment in Harfond County wonld eounty, these alert levels, the meeting
be on the sama page, Essentially, condition Algka  of Nov, 20 Eenerated a survey
We in law enforcoment  meany peace, there ix no thyeat ofpmaiblelargetsofntennﬁ.st
have litecally become home- to public safety. Bravo s attack, and though the report
land warriors,” Meadows wrote indicative of 2 “throat o the doos ngy specily these targets,
itt & letter that sccompanied a  safety of the public or Propet- 4 dogs indicate the survey
copy of the repors developed gy~ existing, Charlia is 2 condj. . sought all possible tarpets
from the Nov, 20 meeting,  tion of heightened alert and based op eritienl, high and
adding ﬂ:.?t though the me’;t- Imgicate.;‘ a tl;rent ta p].tl:gc moderate sk Jevelg, Once
i was held in responsa 1o the seiety has been recejved, these tarmet. identi
:f;on'st attecks of Sept. 11, it Condition Delta is the highest they mﬁef@ ;::g;e; .%ﬁi
woild serve as guide for fow level of alert, ) database that oyl be acces.
enforcement aproas Harford Though it is unknown ifthe sibtle to all lyw enforcement
(‘aumyin‘any Encident which status levels cutlined jn the agencies
requires g heightened repart have been enagted and Acﬁ:ina[ target fs one that
Teaponse.” adapted by ol of the police if destroyed would have a “gat.
{Comprised of Fepresenta-  agencies jn Harford County, : h'} i th
tves from Aberdoen, Bel Ajy the terms of conditions Alpha  25HT0phic impact o the cou.
aod Havre de Grace olice  and Bravg would seem 1o indi. CTREL
ats, Maryland Il,Stam.- cate that law enforcement 35 ane that would have tignifi-
Police; State Firé Marghal's somewhere jn.between the Cant ‘mpact on the county if..,
Offies, Harford County State’s tug, destrayed.” 4 Moderate risk
Attirney's Office, the FRI, Alpha is the candition ap target would have a-potentia]
Harford County Detentiag whith & law enforcemens for sane impact,
&nm%ontnf.‘h:uml Agency operates at during A timeline in 1he report
Rosources, Harford County  peace time or under fiormal mdujﬂ:c:_ 2 survey of thege
Emergency Operationg Center  cireumstance, but status Brave  lacations ih the county is 15 be
and, of course, the Harford stipulates thay law enforce-  finalized this onzh, while the
County Sheriff's Office, the mene increase patrol visibility, dat'abaseisexpenedmbemm-'
Nn}g:.:ber meeting spawned g increase staffing, suspend Spe:  pleted by July, {f
: ~
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m Glendening proposed shifting $5M in money
for\_ ggﬂgrgency services to balance state budget

By loseph Cacchioll
Daily Timas Siaff Wriker

SALISBURY - Following an outcry
[rom {irefighters, state legislators are
polsed to overturn Gov. Parris N,
Glendening's decision to move dedi-
cated emergency services money to
Maryland's gereral fund to help offset
2 projected $1 billion budget shortfall,

“We dou't feel you should iake
money from public safety untll all
other avenues are exhausted,” said
Emmoens Horner, spokesman for the
Maryland State Flremen's Assocla-
tion and a 20-year veteran with the

-t .

Mount Vernon Fire Deparimens.

With the natlonal economy in
recession, Maryland [s facing the flrst
budget defizit in three years. Glen-
denlng proposed a roughly $22 bitlion
state budget [or 2062-2003, creating a
projected 31 biltlon shortfall.

To help close the gap, Glendening
has proposed a serles of fund trans-
fers to balance the budget. including
placing 55 million from the Emer-
gency Medical Systems Operatlons

inio the state's general fund.

“It affects us In several ways,”
Horner said.

Firefighters argue the transfer would

A

Firefighters seek return of funding

“The hottom line is now is
a very bad time to be
cuiting money from puhlic
safety. Fire departments
throughout Maryland are
underfunded as it is.”
Steve Marshall
Somsertet Emergeacy Services
have a major impact on the tralnlng and
equipment needs for volunteer [ire and
rescue departments, Medevae and the
Universitv of Maryland Shock Trauma

Center in Baltimore.
But Racquel Guillors: a Glendening

Ses FUNDING, Page 4

FUNDING: Senate votes.
for return; House deliberates

FUNDING, From Pega 1~ -

land Fire Chiefs Assoclation

aide, said the $5 milllen is
excess funds not earmarked for
& speciflc program or project.

“It’s a tough budget year for
money tobe sitting around,” she
sald. “We combed through
everything. It's not fecpardizing
or comprotalsing public safesy”

Steve Marshall, director of Som-
erset Emergency Services, sald the
Sept. 11 artacks have made emer-
gency services a priority

*The bottom line is now is a
very bad time to be curting
money from publlc safety,” he
zald.  “Flre  departments
throughotit  Maryland  are
underfunded as it is. Many
depend on this money to make
payments ot equipment, which
fs what it is there for.”

Revenue for the Emergency
Medical Systems Operations
Fund s generated from a motor
wehicle registration surcharge,
which was increased last year
from $8 to $11 fo avold cuts to
emergency services statewlide.
The increase is expected to add
abeut $13 milllon to the fund
EVETY YEar,

“It still hasn't been put back
in the budget,” said Roger Ste-
ger, vice president of the Mary-

anda ber of the Ocean Clty
Volunteer Fire Company “It
couki have some impact this
year, but you'll see the shortfall
down the road.™

The Maryland Senate has
completed lts budget dellbera-
tions and voted to return the $5
milion to the dedlcated fund.
Discusslon in the state’s Houge
of Delegates continues.

*It should have never been
removed,” sald Del. Bennett K.
Borman, D-33th-Worcester. “It
looks ke it will be restored, but,
we haven't voted on it.”

Borzman sald the matter could
be resolved within the next 10
days.

Wicomico County Council Pres-
fdent L. Russell Melnar said
though the percentage of state
funding for emergency services Is
much less than the portlon gener-
ated from the counties and fund-
rzlsing, the money i3 needed.

“Any Joss of money would be
bad." said Molnar, a longtime
member of the Willards Fire
Department, "They are about
maxed out."”

B Reach Joseph Cacchioll
of 410-749- 7171, Ext. 241,
or jeacchioltd smgpo. gannett.com.

™
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' o6 NAMES IN HEALTH NEWS

Three surgeons from the Unt.
. * versity of Maryland Mediez|
Center and North Arunde] Hos.
pital now are providiug ser.
vices at Shipley's Cholce Med)-
2l Park in Milbsrgville,

These surgeons specializs In
the surgical treatment and com-
prehensive care of varions
types of cancer, including

cEncer, gagtric ecap.
cers, pancreatic cancers, breast
cancers, llver tumors and
tumors of the soft tissue, inclyd.
ing melapoms and sarcomas,

Dr. Camiine Volpe I3 an as;
alstant professor of SUXEErY af
the Unlversity of Maryland

s
of the Surgiesl -
ision at UMMC. Dr. Volpe
lmnlgted from ]t.hu Me\ilmi
Col of Pennsylvants, whera
he also completed an tnternsh}

Park Cancer Institgte In Bof-
falo, N.Y,

Dz W, Bradford Carter I3 an
associate professor of surgery
at the University of Maryland
School of Medicine and serves

-

23 the director of endocrine
wurgery at the University of
Maryland. Dr. Carter also

- 3erves as ibe director of breast

and are affllinted with the Unt.

verstty of Marylang

Greenehaum Canicer Center,
L]

North Arundel Hospital has
inted seven new specialists

at the G baum Cancer
Center. A graduste of JefTerson
Medical Coltege In Virginin, he
completed a surgical residency
2t Thomas Jefferson University
Hospltal and a fellowship at tha
Mayo Clinje,

Dr.David Shibats is an azsist.
21t professor of sutgery at the
University of Maryland School
of Medlclne, Dr, Shibata re.
celved his medical degree from
McGIll University and com.

WMoadleal

to ita medies] stafr.

New pembers include
Br.Ping-Haln Chan, a
nephrologist with an office tn
Baltimore; Dr, Wiittam B,
Bavideng, g pulmonary medi.
¢ine physician with an office n
Glen Burnie; Dr, James Elmors,
&1 Internal medicina physician
with North Hospitat's Inpatlent
Team; D, Hamg® sn
thesthesiologist with North
Arunde] Husplg:]'s Depattmen|

pleted a gurgieal residency at
Beth Lsrael D
Center in Boston. He contpleted
& regearch fallowship fn tumor
biology at Harvard Medlea]
School

The physicians are members
of University of Maryland Medi.
cine's Surgical Oncology Div-
Isfon of tha Department of Sur-
gery and North Aruindel Ros.
pital's Department of Surgery,

gY; Dr.” Amns
an

room; Dr. Rebert Radem, an
ophthalmologist with an offics
in Glen Burnie; and pr. Nansite
Stalnle, 2n endocrinologist with
the Joslin Disbetes Center Af
Qliate at North Arunde] Hog.

pltal
—

]
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- County commissioners
:March 12 meetlng news

Budget presentation

Jay Grimes and Rick
“Hemphill of the Washington
County Volunteer Fire and
:Rescue Asagciation
(WCVEFRA) brought this dis-

cuasion befora the
. The WCVFRA budget pro-
Pnosal was develnped. with
Washington

MEM%.E%S
Department ( , as the

county is one of several fund-
ing agencies for the non-prof-
it orgammtlun
The assoeiation requested
:gg%ggl} far operations,
or protective pe
ment, $30,000 for an :ﬁoca
tion ~ consultant atudy,
$152,039 (or reimbursement
Jof utility payments and
*$1,040,950 in allocations for
the 27 compantes, for a total
ol $1,631,939,
Grimes, WCYFRA 2nd vice
«president and chair of the
essociation’s budpet commit-
tes told the board that coop-
eration between the county
and SCVFRA has increased
since reorganization of the
ESD, and that accountability
is increasing through use of
finaneial ng‘ﬂwue by all
ca

o

mted with the LOSAP
retirement program, utility
cost increases and increases
in insurance costs are includ-
ed above last year's budges
total, This is only one of
many budget items 1o receive
further discussion by the
commissioners  prior Lo
approval of the entire budget
;u;;the coming fiscal year, in

Y-
Other business

County Administrator Rod
Shoap- reported a budget
transfer in the amount of
approximately $821,000 into
the Washington County,
Community  Partnership
budget from state sources
wan requesbed Shoop told
the board that the funds will
be grants to local service pro-
grams for children, youth
and family issues. The mea-
sure was approved by unani-
mous vote,

Commissioners’ reports

and comments

Cemmissioner Paul Swartz
reported that the term of
Recreation and Parks Board »
manber Jerry Paffenburger
had expired, and recom-

dad hi’ 2

PP

for another term. That mea-

to 9-1-1 increased 13% in
2001, Grimes told the board,
Inereasing the strain on com-
-panies resopurces.

" There are currently 120
+paid firefreseun personne] in
t.ha county, and ancther &0
o persanrel in the City of
*Hagerstown, Fund raising
accounts fer 40% of compa-
nies’ activities, $50 billion in
'realumbemeurecewepro-
tection countywide, Grimes
raid. The association reduced
its budpet request by
$145,000 this year. County
Administrator Rod Shoop
reminded association mem-
bers that the projection lor
FY ‘03 shows only 2.6%
growth, Only those costs

sure was approved by unani-
mous vote, A meeting of the
Commission on Aging. dis-
cussed reporis of 145 cases of
abuge of elders in local nurs-
ing homes, Swartz said,
Reports from county staff
Planning and Community
Development Director Bob
Arch said that Frederick
County has approved the
Heritage Arez Consultant
contract, and Caryoll County
has yet 1o approve that con-
tract. There will be some
changes in the summer
re¢reation programs due to a
lack of funding. Elimination
of the playcamp at Hancock
is among reductions in pro-
gramming, Arch said.

st s ama
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EASTON — Local volunteer
firefighters spoke Tuesday
night In faver of a bill {kat
would create a beneflt for long-
serving voluntesr emsergency
workers. P
Flrelij in full ‘uniform
filled the Talbot County Councll
chambers for the pubiic hear-

ty +
- Bill 857, introduced by Couneil
‘niember, Philip -Carey Foster
and Cormell pnember llg.lry

Epencs in Febnary, es-
tablish & $100 menthly besefit
for members of & Vvolunteer
firefambulance company who
‘are at least &2 years old and
‘have at least 25 years of service
asznactive volunteer,
" 'Tio be eligible for the benéfit, a
volunteer also must have accu-
muh]lawli_ a certain u?"mb" a
ts for ‘orming various
E:ﬁs. Thepm m will be ad-
ministered the director of
Emerge: {{edical Servives,
a’ﬂ'&h%nw-
terly.
The program would cost the
county about $100,000 per year

s — Ike equivalent economie bur-

By GREG MAKI den of the county adding anoth-
Sraff Writer er fire T .,yFoster sald.

- Richard Smith of Oxferd said

he has researched and there are
currenlly M velunteers {4 the
eounty who would be eligible for
the benefit, They have an aver-
age age of 73 and have served
an averaﬁe of 47 years, he said.

d the only “rumbling”

beeucvb:: ;&l’dd&t:m benefit lhéll
would a spouse. He
suggested changing the wordi
fn glge future to remove the

ag -

C%loum’:ll President Levin F.
Harrison IV said & possible
amendment would be to alter
the death benefit to Include an
immediate [emily member in
{he household if there is not a

Another area of the bill that
taight be modified, i

Harrison
f said, is.a provision that allows a

volunteer to receive only one
county benefit if he or she is el-
igible 1o receive berefits in
more than oite county.

Jokn Swam, vice president of
the 5t, Michsels Fire Depert-
ment, said SMFD bas had a
bepefil program since 199, but

only 20 years of service are re-
quired ta be eligible. Their ben-
Eﬁ.td.alsu Es $100 per month, he

£ -1

Swam sald the benefit has been
a useful retention and recruit-
ment device, encouraging some
members who might have left
the dempanmenl.[ ter 16 or 17
Years Lo stay on A

Fired Ireland of Lhe Easton Vol.
uniser Fire Department sald
EVFD has a $150 monthly serv-
ice benefit. As & long-standin
member — he is 73 years ol
with 47 years of service — Ire.
Iand said he would “greatly :F

te it” if the county benefit

stog resident H Harring-
ton said, “Public seor;":’cc isinil-
tell its own reward,” but emer-
geticy services volunteers de-

Eerve more.
‘The bill includes several provi-
slons:

*Il an active volunteer be-
comes disabled while on duly,
he or she will become eligible
{or the benefit relgardjus of 2ge
ot length of sarvice.

<Ef an active volunteer is fatal-
ly injured, his.or her spouse will
Tecelve service benefits uniil
remarriage.

Firefighters favor bill that would
reward long-serving volunteers

*If a volunteer receiving bene-
ﬁl“sl gx;es. %ss.gn de:lh nefit
w paid ta his or her spouse,

*Volunteers will earn points
for responding to calls, com-
pleting a oae-year lecm as ag
elected officer, for [ull-lime
military service and for attend-
fng county-approved training
COUTSeS, COURBLY or company
deills o official meetings per-
{aining to county rescue or fire
services.

Because records of these
things may not have been kept
in the past, it wiil be up to (he
individi:al departments o de-
lexl':dnine who is eligible, Foster
said,

Spence said the coureil should
“move ahead with this bill® and
look 1o expand the program in
the future, )

“I'd hate Lo see it held up while
we grind out the details,* she
sajd,

Because they are each active
members of county fire depart.
ments, Harrison and Council-
man Wayne Dyott will not vote
on Lhe bill. Saying he is “one of
the boys," Harrison sat with the
public during the hearing, .
The bill will be eligible for'a
vote by the council on March 25,
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‘Ambulance runs ending

Baltimore Pike, Mexico Farms residenis

must find other first responder service as of July

Cumberland
taxpayers
have been
picking up tab

SAM SHAWVER .
TenesNawa Storweee Y 7 17

CUMBERLAND - Citizens in
the Mexico Farms and Baltimore
Pike areas have three months to
decida what to do about their

n 3 -
1 berland’s “mayor

ounced thag Cumberiond frefighter and para.
fl ofJuly iy units medic Al Werd, lef, and frodgitor oy

Jotrt A, Bonw/Times-News

- on the city's new ambulance Thurs-
4 at the clty Publk: Safe-

will nolonger pro-  and emel madical technl- ty . The new cbuiance
& vida first-due am- mm%mom came with a prica of §125498,

taxpayers ha be-e derwril

yers have been un tin,
this service since 1995 znd it‘g
tinfair for the city to continge this
service without just compensa-

"Uon, We're asking your ) )
., OUTSmETMECITY
N CALENDAR YEAR 2001

rst  responder ambulance  lgowman's Additen 33
service has been tEﬂ:miezd BY  |Cresaptown— 15
Cumberiand east of the Cily Bmits  |Fintsone — 20
since September 199 when lor-  [ourows 38
mer provider McDonald's Ambu- Mount Savage ~— I
lance Service ceased business in Fort Ashby — 10
that area. Fire service there i Ikepser—1
covered by the District 16and Bal-  [Romoey —2
timore Pike voltnteer fire depart-  |rizetey 47
B %, Sl greed to e

. the city a Pro-  |Springfleld —7

vide temporary ambulance serv- p::h Paw1
Iee unlil another solution couldbe  |Grastavitie —1 -
found. But {t's been more than five | Centerviie — 17
years and the situation hasnt [Weserwpoi—e
changed, L LavVile —2

According to statistics from the  |Frostrrg — 200
Cumberland Fire Departtient,  [Georges Crerk —9

See— Ambulance — 1A o

1

Calls outside city
limits put burden
on fire department

JEFF ALDERTON I "
Srnes-Nenws Stoff Wintar

the city Emits Is the Cumberland Fire
Department, and the burden
is nat expected to lessen any-
{ime soon,

In the face of a nationwide
trend of fewer volunteers
available for fire and rescue
calls, city ambulanee crews
continue to step tp to the
p!:&:eca? pravide e:{tergn;ncy
m services not only to
citizens In the city, but also to Herbaugh
residents of other areas of Allegany County
and sometimes into nearhy states.

“Our calls ouiside the city continue ta

See —Calts — 11A A
7/




Ambulance

(Continued from LA)

city units vesponded 1o 253
ambalanee calls in the Mexico

for the funding for those services.”
orea, Ishler sald residents in the
Mllegany County Emer. aflected area cottld request

vide back-up service

in

oncy Services Direcior Dick  designation as a special tax-
lg)e\’?m suid residents in the ing district o provide funding
Mexico Farms and Ballimore for ambulance services, bul
Pike arcas would continue Lo noted that a decision to move
receive  ambulance ‘serviee, in that direction would have
until the situation is resolved. ~ to be made soon as the coun-

“] just can't say what l.ttat"lyis currently putling togeth-
iding since 1996 shoulg be  Service will be at this time," Jer lhg:ﬁug.get or Fiscal Year
Ic]or:‘u'!ml.w%lnnd. if o, how (he e added "E":t at '&Wt'.ﬁ _zo_i'%i;!ﬁk < i dy
Gty should be gmid for (iis t‘&‘:‘g&“j“ L et n,ﬂ‘%m’mu.‘ eahtaxeah

Forms and Bultimore Pike
areas during 2005 .
“What now has u be decid-
ed by the county commission-
ors and the citizens in the
affected arca is whether the
service that the city has been

service,” suid Fedlen - . ¢ thncountyr e fdded.
City rosidents currently pay  County - Adainstraltt G0 ﬁ%t& e
cents per $100 assessed prop- FIGL RTINS S e weeting i
ety valualon for 24hour  CIUS & Jegl req!
i " “fy that the county doest't pro-  DeVore expecs torelease a
ﬂ}"ﬁﬁﬁﬂ,ﬂl“&‘,’ﬂ?ﬁﬂ’;’f 'v)i'de fire and ambulance serv- .date for the p ._mflm.g
and paramedics, advanced life =
sup%ﬂr?‘?xhd an clderly and ‘
v-income
ianmmm N
“The annual cost of dmbu” )
lance service for a’property = .
owner wilh property assessed
Fiedler explained. ¢ .
“WWe've agreed. to continue
but we cannot continueto ask
¢ty taxpayers to underwrile,
% oy JEaita® he. ¢
outside the' cnly}uz‘!,l}_“.u& .
the cily would ¢ontinue to pro- o

LAY o BLIPE,

an “ambulance tax” of 103 Fiedler's roquest. - » mestog v sa?dmw
ambulanée service with ‘an he sald. “But we need to clari- el them decide” er, }
geney medicd  technlelans ~ic%, although we do pmisgmcgmenm el

it . ‘payment, pssis-

at $50,000 would be §51.50,"

Lo provide service until July 1,

the service for people living

53;1116%“:" Fiedler éﬁléd tl‘;ag‘

e . .

Calls :

(Continued from 1A} [y o Frostburg at limes when

Frostburg Area  Ambulance

53,000 miles, & 199 Ford with
four-wheel drive that is used

o saats o e e
e and we ox) o
condinue” said Cumberland
Fire Chicf Bil! Herbaugh, who
oversees  the  department’s
tmbulance service,

Last fiseal yean ul{lﬁmﬂdal-
ers manning ambuliinces as
emergency  medical  techni-
cians and parnmedics an-
swered 3,491 emergenty ambu-
lance cills. Of these calls, 824,
or an wverage of nearly 70 calls
amonth. were to Jocations out-
side city limits.

With just one  wlusteer
ambulance service in npera-
tion between Cunbetland and
Paw Paw, which is ¢Hdtown
ambultiice. and onfy ong
between Cumberiand and Han-
cock. wh'ch 1s Flimstone, the
demand lor enendency med.
teal calls fo those arcas is
somethnes laid at the fect of
Cumberlnts i fircfiehters.

, "The wiltntewr ambulance
compapies dn g tremwndous
ol and the best they ¢ 1o gut
their ambulaniees vat. Huwey-
ot they are not always able lo
dn sn That's whas—ie

Service is unable to nd
hcimusc af the lack ufﬁpm%n-
nel.

Through an agreement be-
tween ﬂ?l?-Cumbgrlu:nd mayor
and vouneil uand the Frostburg
Arca  Ambulance, the city
ambulance service is paid $50
anytimwe it is alerted to vespond
{o Frustburg but then eanceled,
The cily ambulance service
also bills each patient wha is
transporied.

*It’s been more work for us.
The increase i calls increases
expenses, such as fuel, costs.
wear and tean and ineroased
worklosd for oup perseonel™
said Herbotgd,

That wear and tear due o
the heavy volume of ealls for
fire and ambulmee senvice
reguines Herbarugh to have a
Arateyn: s keep his ambalanee
fleet on the street.

“Wu ane nyihg 1o replace our
ambulances by purchasing one
new one wery three years”™
said Herbaugh.

The depariment’s hitest par-
ek o 1. Froghtliner
ambtidastes b cwel S190.408

Eﬁnmri]y for bat::n? ‘and
ent weather, and a 1993 *

Fond with 90,000 miles,

The new ambulance, like all
Eiwew e tA

e 51 equipment. A grant
from the Maryland Institute of
Emergency Medical Services
Systems aod the depariment’s
malching funds of $9,100 pro-
vided two state-of the-art car- |
diac menitor/defibrillators, said
Herbaygh,

Allof the city's 64 firefiphlers
are cross-drained as EATTS, and

G or2s nt of the total,
are :emﬂ:irc;ammedus na-
tionally. i

“That’s a good percenlage of
paramedics and weexpect that
S pacmmat g
uffer pa c training,” sai
Herbaugh,

Cumberland's ambulance
service operption 25
years ago with two amnbulances
and, hasic life support equip-
ment.

“Now we are a fully cross-

i department  with
advanced life sitpport service
with four ambulances and a

euiled W pranice assstaxe by way puton *he oud about two number of P.:l " said
wyrking veds rem tamertthe weeks o Herbaugh. “I'm pleased seeing

denund,” <ad the vinal,
A ntmber of cull: are mnde

The deparment als lus o
B Frowhthner mweaded wit

our depariment come 1o this
poinL”




iw
4

« DAILY H®AIL

FAGERSTONN, MD
WEDNESDAY 7,314
MAR 27 2002

(AR NEeEEma

s W, st i
. 5

i

-

By KIMBERLY YAKOWSKI

ce conpany have stalled, fire.
fighters are moving ahead wi plans i

$500,000 statfon that Yo e
lance hays.
The fire company hopes that a -
tually will come about and the pmﬁ{nm

-

£

. I8
Fire, ambulance mer

but station plans m
\
|

space Is needed unti)
mwssoo.moﬁraltauoncmbehuin. :
FRONT carE

ger on hold,
ove forward

enough roem in a new station o acco odal

Sharpshurg Area Medical otk

Fire Chie Joriny Gay il o S
Sharpsburg Emergency Services Assistant

Chief Tim Gargana said th

hu[slbelween the mmere are nohard feel-

“It's 2 goodwill gesture on their
the door open to future lafks” Ga:p;ﬂnmm:iﬁa\m

.‘p\ Plaase tum ta STATION, A10

£ i

Station

£
Continued from A1 { A

Merger talks fell through in
July 2L because the fire compa-
ny wanted the Lwo compatues 1o
therge inlo one entity, while the
ambtlance company prelerred

e seintane
ing its autonomy. The ambxilance
y also feared it would lose
funding as the result of a merger,
G said,
"N timeline has been mact (o
‘bullding project, Gay sai

‘The fire company has outgrown
Its aging station and peeds more
room for iis fleet, 3 meeting
room, olfices, recrealion room,
ischen, living quarters and crer-
cise equipment, he sa ;

The fire company s enlarging a
cramped office for officers to use
until money can be raised for the

building project.

Gay said the campany is look-
tng for grants with which to fund
the project and for velunteer
grant writers.

Hf the fire company gels the
needed money, the existing sta-
tion will be torn down and 2 new
one built on the site. "

If not enough money is raised,
the project either will be put on
hold or scaled back to involve
adding on to the existing station,

said,

he said.

Gay said be doesn't want lo ask
residents to pay for the

“They contribute enough,” he
said,

County officials have been help-
ful in getting the project started
and the town has effered to pay
for 2 grant writer, Gay said,

The fire company's station at
110 W. Chapline St. was built in
the [940s and the ambulancs com-
pany’s building at 10's W, Chap-
lie St., & about 10 years old.
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Hagerstown

CRS
to fill
7 jobs

Sy TRUNT PAGE
B Community
Rescue Service,
which laid off five
ambulance staiters

in January, plans to
fill those jobs and
two other positions
in Juiy 2003,

By DAN KULIN

Lommunity Rescya Service,
which laid off five 3
~Salfers in Jamary, plans to 1
those johs and two other vacant
positions in July 2003, according
t6 a financial plan Crs recently
submitted 1o Washington County
ollicials

CRS finaneia] Projecttons alsg.
show that the armbutance compa-
T is counting on receiving an
additional £30.000 from the Hager-
stown and Washington County
governwents in the fiscal year
that begirs in July, plus $75.000
from both governmants in the fis.
cal year beginning July 2007,

Without those grants. Crg prob-
ably wouldn't be abje 1o save ag
much maney to replace ald equip-
ment or add staff in 204, CRS
Executive Director J, Michae)
Nye said.

CRS is DProjecting it will run 3
cash surplus of $150.431 this Bseat
year. which ends June X0, and
£300.953 in the pext Iiscal vear,
assiming the city and county con-
tinue providing 1he grants, That
roughly $150,000 would be wed 1o
replace qld equipment, “such as
ambulances. in future Years, Nye
said,

“If you're not putting money
back for equipment replacement,
you're digging apother hole.” Nyve
said,

CHS is a private, nonprofit
ambulance COmpanY  serving
about 35,000 humes and business.
es In and around Hagerstown,
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The Hagerstown City Couneil
and Washington County Board of
Commissioners each gave CRS
ﬁo.ominﬂ'semrrentﬁscalyean
The $50,000 county grant was in
addition to meney CRS recelved
as part of the annual disburse-
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Breickner and City Council-
woman Perny May Nigh were put
on the CRS board of directors

were a condition of the grant.
Breichter said he kas pot seen
the CRS projectiotss that were giv-
el o Lhe county.

Breichner said he's OK with the
city funds helping CRS build a
Tesetve fund, which he said
be available for emergencies.

“I dor't mind CRS having a bit-
tle money in resetve and for our
subsidies to go to that,” he said.

County Commissioner John L.
Schnebly said it fs wise for CRS to
but away maney for future equip-
ment

*That's sound business prac-
tice. You have to be planning. If
not, you're not being 2 good stew-
ard,” Schnebly said,

Nye said CRS already needs
abo\nﬁﬁ.y{:buymworrdxa-

“] don't mind CRS
having a little money
in reserve and for
our subsidles to go
to that.”

- Hagerstown Mayor
William M. Breichner

bilitate old 3

Within the next 45 days, CRS
will bring in about $140,000 from
the sale of two CRS-owned prop-
erties, Nye said, All of that maoney
will go toward equipment replace.
ment or upgrades,

In addition to the city and coun-
ty grants, the CRS board moved to
further improve the company's
financial outlook earlier this year
by cutting staff,

mere ambulance staff position
was cut after an employee
resigned in February, Nye said.
Some worried that CRS culs
would affect ambulance service
bemmCHScan‘tstaﬂ’asmny
e with pai H

That increases the odds that all
CRS ambulances would be busy
and an emergency would have to
behandledhyamhﬂamecmnpa-
nies from farther away.

“Now we're squeaking by. We're
not missing many calls,* Nye said,

He said CRS volmteers have
stepped in to cover many shifts,

Looking ahead

Nye predicted that demand for
ue lo increase, prompting the
need for additional staff in July
2003, if not soaner. CRS now has 44
full- and part-time employees,
Nye said,

Even with additional city and
county support, CRS financial
peojections for that fiseal year
show the cost of additional staff
will leave CRS with very littls to
set aside for future expenses.

CRS # would be only
$7,397 more than expenses in the

trojections as a condition of the
county's additional $50,000 grant.
The projections were not released
10 the public, but Nye allowed The
Herald-Mail to review the infor-
mation Wednesday,

County Volunteer Fire and Res.
cte Association President L.
Jason Baer and Kroboth were giv-
en the CRS information abot a
week ago,

Kroboth said he will meet with
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Too Many Lig. Licenses Erode the Community

Editor: :L‘."' \,.F’

Your February 2002 edition
described the Worthington Tavern as
a5 run-down haunt” [in the “Battle
Brews Over Tavern Lig. License” arti-
cle]. | have to comment that the
restaurant wasn't a glirzy chain bur it
had a wonderful charm of it's own that
is lost in the modermn world of public
cating and drinking establishments. ru
feel safer passing there, however,
knowing that no inwxicated drivers
will pull out onto Falls Road.

It’s good to see the liquor license
leave this rural area. In my community,
we already have several location
where alcohol is being sold: at Falls
and Shawan roads, Cuba and Shawan
roads and at the Mays Chapel Shop-
ping Center. For any residential com-
munity, liquor establishments are
unsuitable and tend to be detrimental
to the character of the area and neigh-
boring property values. Thisis a sensi-
tive issue. So many families” lives are
directly impacted by substance abuse.

This leads to my point. The issue
is not just this liquor license. The
issue s that the residents of Cock-
eysville are being used. abused and
forced ro accept it.

First, if the owners of the Coliseum
cared so much abour too many liquor
licenses, they should have put a new
supermarket on Cranbrook Road to
serve the huge apartment community.

Second, somebody with local polit-
ical power should have msisted that a
new food market would be more suit-
able for that area. The impact of the
safety of the residential community —
including the Cockeysville Middle
School only 2.000 feer away, ["adonia
Elementary, Dulaney High and Warren
Elementary all withir one mile —
shotld have w ed more heavily.

Third, the intention of Smart
Growth is to make communities nicer
to live m. Pat Keller, the director of
the Otfice of Planning, whom | respect
for his faimess, and the Planning
Board are not warching out tor the
moms and dads, the children and the
clderly who out-number those who
make up the small market segment of
drinkers. Those families that have to
live and rase children where the

liguior license 15 being wssued in high
density areas do not have the nme to
ghow up at these hearings, understand
he process or have the money (0 hire
quality représentation The average
citizen depends on the collecrive wis-
dom of the county to be the good par-
ent with strong values. Seill, many

that_wil

neighborhoods have suffered with too
many liquor licenses....

An impact fee should be paid by all
liguor establishments in Cockeysville
into_a fund to support the additional
EMS and police officers for Precinct i
+ required to handle the
f‘ghtz\_ﬂmﬁ_iﬁ‘gri"i‘hi—'h![ will
occur in our neighborhoods from alco-
hal-relared_events. T hope the liquor
board would favor this to make things
safer for the voters.

For Silver Spring Station, maybe a
restaurant without alcohol would be
smart business and of real value to
Cockeysville residents. No booze din-
ing could be a resson tor tamilies who
don't want the intluence in their lives
Many food establishments have sur-
vived withour spirits. As an altermie
tive, bring-your-own beer and wingis

continued on page 4
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B
legal in Baltimore County- Thun.-. are
\'L‘I"d‘ nour lﬂ]l'ﬂ\:\hdl&‘ L\\ﬂ““\lnltv-

As for the future ot the Wnnh\r?g
ron Tavern, & ﬁ'['lclill&]ﬂ\j shop, @ ﬂo‘;:it!;
antique shop aift shop, sporting Fl[:w
shop, Jelijsoda fountainy art gl e y
and local hardwamlc-mvcmcmc Stor
a few ideas.

@

are just

id M. Suarez-Murias
e Board Member

Falls Road Community Association




